April 23, 2022
Dear Friends,
Reflecting upon current events and those of the past two years, I find myself wondering what
Earth Day could truly mean. We live here, together, on a relatively tiny planet floating through the
universe. The fragility of humanity has been on full display as we’ve struggled through a global
pandemic and its economic and psychological aftermath, compounding an already horrific
homelessness epidemic. The climate devastation continues apace, bringing floods, wildfires,
extreme heat, megadrought, and unimaginably powerful storms affecting towns and homes and
lives around the world on a daily basis. Above and beyond our daily efforts to keep family and
work on track, it’s a lot for any of us to handle. For all of us to handle.
Yet what Earth Day could be continues to inspire and motivate me. Earth Day could be the day
that we stop fighting amongst ourselves and, instead, focus upon what unites us: our love of our
families, our desire to improve the neighborhood outside our doorsteps, our desire for a healthy
natural world which continues unimpeded to sustain us, our desire for purpose and meaning.
Earth Day could be the day that we all wake up from our collective stupor and actively and
aggressively work in global concert to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions with a fervor and a
focus unseen since World War II.
For me and my team, every day is Earth Day.
This Earth Day 2022, we celebrate some glimmers of hope that are glowing brighter each day.

For a few particulars:

In Liberty Canyon, Senator Alex Padilla,
Congressmembers Brad Sherman, Adam
Schiff and Ted Lieu joined Governor Gavin
Newsom and a host of local dignitaries to
celebrate the groundbreaking of the muchanticipated Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing
over the 101 freeway just north of LA City. The
roughly $85 million crossing is envisioned as
the largest of its kind in the world, spanning
210 feet over 10 lanes of highway and
pavement. Learn more about why this is
important here.
Andy Shrader, my director of environmental
policy and my communications director Alison
Simard, who work on my wildlife issues, were
proud to represent me at the Earth Day
ceremony.

Relatedly, our Department of City Planning this week released the revision of our wildlife habitat
connectivity pilot ordinance, which the Planning staff who worked on it believes effectively
addresses concerns that have been raised. The ordinance will provide common sense
requirements around hillside developments to ensure habitat connectivity is protected and
maintained and to maximize the good being accomplished by building the bridge in Liberty
Canyon. Without implementing our wildlife connectivity ordinance, wildlife in our hillsides could

become extinct in the relatively near future. As we reduce our greenhouse gas emissions, we
must also work to protect the natural world which sustains us all.
Along those lines, we have several items we are working on both
locally and in support of county and state jurisdictional support in
our fight against planetary warming. One of my priorities has been
addressing the myriad of issues surrounding extreme heat
events. I am working with our departments from the

Emergency Management Department to LAFD to the Climate
Emergency Mobilization Office to identify those most
vulnerable to extreme heat, including, especially, workers,
and to find the most effective ways to protect them.

Lastly, our Cool City Challenge Cool Blocks teams are up and
running. Volunteers are being trained to lead their neighborhoods
through a five-month-long program of emergency preparedness,
water and energy conservation, waste reduction and community
building. We will have 200 neighborhoods participating across Los
Angeles before the end of 2022, expanding to 200 more in each of
the following three years. One of our Cool Block pilot leaders, who
has had considerable success in other arenas of her life, called it
the best thing she’s ever done. To learn more and to find out how
you can become involved, please visit https://www.ncsa.la/cool_
blocks_la.
For Earth Day actions you can take, please see my website: https://www.
councilmemberpaulkoretz.com/policies/climate-change/personal-solutions
While this will be my final Earth Day as a member of the LA City Council, my staff and I will be
working hard the remainder of this year to ensure that the work we have initiated lives on into the
future.

A Plan to Accelerate Response Time for Illegal Dumping

Last week, the Los Angeles City Council unanimously approved a series of proposals introduced by
Councilmembers Paul Koretz and Kevin de León aimed at enhancing the City’s
ability to more effectively respond to the growing problem of illegal dumping blighting neighborhoods
across Los Angeles. Councilmember O'Farrell, who chairs the Energy, Climate Change, Environmental
Justice, and River Committee and seconded the motions, expedited the proposals to ensure quick
implementation of increased services.
“The health and well-being of a city and its residents can be measured by the amount of trash and
debris on its streets. Last year, the Bureau of Sanitation responded to more than 30,000 illegal dumping

calls and removed almost 15,000 tons of solid waste from our streets. This doesn’t bode well for the
health and well-being of Angelenos – particularly low-income
communities of color that have borne the brunt of this problem”, said Councilmember
Koretz. "Today's action is more than a year in the making and a significant step toward providing more
funding and staff , and ramping up both education and enforcement. Los Angeles won’t be a

dumping ground any longer."

Meet Our New Senior Planning Deputy Dylan Sittig
Dylan Sittig is the Senior Planning Deputy for Councilmember Koretz
and helps develop policy that will shape the future of the 5th District
and the City of Los Angeles as a whole.
Prior to joining the 5th District, Dylan worked for more than 8 years
with the City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning covering
long-range policy planning and project planning in West Los Angeles.
In addition, Dylan has served as a Community Liaison for the
Department of City Planning. Dylan is a graduate of Occidental
College and the University of California, Los Angeles.
Dylan enjoys playing softball at Cheviot Hills Recreation Center and
hiking around Southern California. Dylan is rooting for Maryanne to
win Survivor Season 42.

Council Passes Koretz Resolution In Favor of Senate Bill 1173
Re: State's Divestment From Fossil Fuel Holdings

This month, the Los Angeles City Council voted unanimously to support Senate Bill 1173 (Gonzalez/
Wiener) which proposes to require the California Public Employees' Retirement
System (CalPERS) and California State Teachers' Retirement System (CalSTRS) public
pension funds to divest from all fossil fuel holdings and prohibit any new investments or renewal of
existing investments in fossil fuel businesses.
The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report has warned of disastrous
consequences and has concluded that carbon emissions must peak by 2025, to prevent any climate
disaster. The report has been released amidst the rapid worsening of climate impacts not only in Los

Angeles, but the entire State of California and elsewhere, including extreme heat, extreme storms and
floods, extreme wildfires, and, locally, a deepening megadrought, the City has prioritized actions to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to the furthest extent possible, as soon as possible. In fact, the City
has been reconfiguring its own relationship with the fossil fuel industry, including declaring local oil
drilling a non-conforming land use and also closely examining the LA City Employees Retirement
System Investments (CF#19-1577).
"The brand new IPCC report is unequivocal: it's now or never if we want to limit planetary warming to
reasonably safe levels," said Councilmember Koretz, author of the resolution. "That means we need to
immediately stop subsidizing the dangerously reckless fossil fuel industry. The pension systems are
intended to provide workers with a safe future. We need to provide those same workers that safe future
with our investment decisions, as well."

Dedicating More Affordable Housing (and Parking) in Pico Robertson

Councilmemember Paul Koretz & Mayor Eric Garcetti Join Mercy Housing CA in Dedication of Levine Senior Community,
New Affordable Residence in Pico Robertson Neighborhood

With the dedication of the Levine Senior Community, Mercy Housing California (MHC) and partners
celebrated the addition of 48 new affordable, service-enriched homes in the historic Pico Robertson
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Named for philanthropists and housing advocates Howard and Irene
Levine, this unique public-private partnership development provides much-needed affordable homes for
seniors, including senior veterans who have experienced homelessness in Los Angeles.
“The development of this project shows what’s possible when public and private partners work together
to address the affordable housing crisis in a way that includes community input,” said Councilmember
Koretz.

Guided by community priorities and galvanized by the leadership of Councilmember Koretz
along with the dedication of LADOT, Mayor Garcetti helps cut the ribbon for 34 new public
parking spaces at the site to support nearby businesses in addition to the 39 previously existing
parking spaces at the site. So local businesses should be sure to send their customers to the
public parking lot at 8866 W. Pico Boulevard which is open and ready to serve their patrons at a
very reasonable rate.

Honoring LAFD Deputy Chief Armando Hogan
Councilmember Koretz was delighted to join
LAFD Chief Crowley in recognizing the
amazing work of LAFD Deputy Chief Armando
Hogan, who was just named 2021 Firefighter
of the Year who has been a tireless leader in

fire prevention strategy as well as a critical
liaison with hillside communities.
We will always be grateful for his courageous
and strategic work that kept the "Skirball/ Bel
Air" Fire of a few years ago from devastating
all of Bel Air. We are so lucky to have him.

Preventing Catalytic Converter Theft
Catalytic converter thefts have jumped since
the start of the pandemic. The parts contain
precious metals such as palladium, platinum
and rhodium, and they can be quickly cut off
using power tools or simple handsaws, making
them highly sought by thieves.
Councilmember Koretz's Director of Public
Safety was proud to spend the day with
Captain Jonathan Tom’s team at LAPD West
Los Angeles Division, as they came together
to etch VINs into catalytic converters to help
thwart theft and crime in the region.

Apply Now - Small Business Rental Assistance Program Grants Available

The Los Angeles’ Small Business Rental
Assistance Program will provide $12 million
in grants to eligible businesses located in
the City that need financial assistance to aid
in their recovery from COVID-19. Grants will
be of up to $15,000 or six months of back
rent, whichever is less. Applications are due
May 6.
To be eligible, businesses must be for-profit
and have a brick and mortar storefront
location located and operated within Los
Angeles city limits. Businesses must also
Additional details are available here.

provide lease agreements and proof
confirming that back rent is owed.

Let’s Beautify Los Angeles Together
The City of Los Angeles Board of Public
Works, Office of Community Beautification
(OCB) and Keep Los Angeles Beautiful
(KLAB) are now accepting proposals for Cycle
2 of the BeautifyLA Grant.
Please share your ideas on beautification
A proposal packet can be downloaded at

projects in LA City for the chance to be

www.laocb.org/beautify-la-grant/

awarded a competitive matching grant of up to
$2,500.

If you or a loved one have difficulty leaving the home to get vaccinated against COVID-19, you
can request in-home vaccination by calling 2-1-1 or the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health Vaccine Call Center at 833-540-0473 (8am-8:30pm; 7 days a week). Residents
can also fill out the online request form (multiple language options available) or visit the In-Home
Vaccination Page for more information. Referrals from caregivers, loved ones, organizations,
agencies, providers (among others) are all welcome. For resources related to paratransit and
free rides for vaccination, please call the Public Health Vaccine Call Center or visit the How To
Get Vaccinated page.

Here to Serve
My staff and I are always readily available to help with your questions, concerns, and needs.
We can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) and 323-866-1828 (District Office) and
through email at paul.koretz@lacity.org. Since we are experiencing a higher-than-normal
volume of calls, feel free to email the staff member you wish to contact directly, whose
information can be found by clicking here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012
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