If you or someone you know needs services, please call Didi Hirsch's centralized department
at 888-807-7250 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
If you or someone you know is in crisis, please call 800-273-8255.
Sincerely,

A Call for City-County Emblem Program to Identify Legal Cannabis
Businesses
Last week Councilmembers Paul Koretz and Curren Price introduced a motion calling on the
City Attorney to draft an ordinance to implement the County of Los Angeles’ Emblem Program
for Authorized Cannabis Stores. The Program provides for the issuance of an Emblem Placard
to licensed commercial cannabis businesses that will serve as notice to the public and
enforcement agencies that the business is licensed, has been inspected by the LA County
Department of Public Health, and is in compliance with all applicable public health laws and
regulations.
Councilmember Koretz has been pushing for this program over the past three years in order to
protect consumers from the detrimental effects of untested and unregulated cannabis products
from unlicensed cannabis businesses. The emblems are not just a first step to making health-

related information accessible to consumers but also for law enforcement agencies to be able
to more aggressively enforce City cannabis laws.
Licensed retail (storefront and delivery) businesses will be able to apply for an emblem, obtain
the requisite inspection, and place the emblem on the store’s premises so that it is visible to the
public from the exterior of the store.

Emergency Drought Conditions - It's Time to Conserve Water
"The problem is, the infrastructure is not here
yet. This is an all-hands-on-deck moment. Kill
your lawns, but water your trees. We need
everyone in Los Angeles to increase efforts to
do their part to continue to reduce water use,
from the largest businesses to the smallest
homeowners," said Koretz.
Yesterday the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power (LADWP) announced that it

As water irrigation now makes up just 35

will move to Phase 3 of its emergency water

percent of LADWP’s total water use, LADWP

conservation plan – requiring all LADWP
customers to cut the number of outdoor
watering days from three to two beginning
June 1st.
Last week, Councilmembers Mitch O’Farrell

offers nearly 20 water rebates that have
allowed Los Angeles to become one of the
most water efficient cities in the country.
Available rebates include:
$3 per square foot rebate for turf

and Paul Koretz introduced a motion

replacement for up to 5,000 square

requesting drought emergency reports from

feet per project for residential and

LADWP as well as the Metropolitan Water

commercial customers;

District (MWD), including focus on: current and

$500 for high-efficiency clothes

projected water supplies, impacts on the City’s

washers, which increased $100 last

hydroelectric resources and implications for

month;

the City to meet its country-leading 100%

$250 for high-efficiency toilets,

renewable energy goals, impacts to LADWP

which also increased $100 last

ratepayers, voluntary and mandatory options

month;

to conserve water, and an overall outlook of
the region’s planned large-scale recycled

$500 for zero and ultra low water
urinals;

water projects, like the Operation: NEXT plan

$6 for rotating sprinkler nozzles;

for the Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant.

Free bathroom and kitchen faucet
aerators;
Free high-efficiency showerheads;

The motion calls for local water resilience

$5 million allocated by LADWP to

strategies to effectively meet the growing

offer discounts on real-time water use

regionwide drought emergency, including the

monitoring devices;

implementation of water conservation

And up to $2 million through the

elements, water recycling, and watershed

Technical Assistance Program (TAP),

management approaches like storm water

which incentivizes large conservation

capture and reuse, groundwater remediation,

projects for commercial and industrial

the use of native plants for landscaping, and

customers, up from $250,000 earlier

turf removal programs.

this year.

"We've been working hard in recent years -and in the case of LADWP, successfully for
decades -- on longer-term solutions to water

For more water conservation ideas,
please visit LADWP's website here.

scarcity, including our major recycled water
project, Operation: NEXT," said
Councilmember Paul Koretz, who introduced
legislation in 2015 to launch this
transformative recycled water effort (CF#140078-S5).

Congratulations Hillside Federation on 70 Years!

Congratulations to the Federation of Hillside & Canyon Associations for 70 years of protecting the Los
Angeles hillside, open space and wildlife habitats. It was Councilmember Koretz and staff's pleasure to
spend this past Saturday afternoon honoring hillside neighborhood groups and environmental advocates
with whom our office has been so fortunate to work. This year's honorees Joe Edmiston and Paul
Edelman of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy are tireless leaders in their determination to

protect the Santa Monica Mountains. Also honored was Senator Henry Stern who has put forth a
wealth of State legislation toward land conservation and wildfire mitigation.

Plan Your Commute Around the Triathlon
Select Streets Will be Closed, Sunday, May 15, 4:00 AM - 10:00 AM
The Los Angeles Triathlon will be taking place early on the morning of Sunday, May 15. The
event starts early in the morning at Venice beach and then proceeds eastbound along Venice
Blvd. to northbound La Brea and then eastbound on Olympic Blvd. Motorists will not be able to
cross these streets on any route other than on the I-405 freeway until after the streets have been
reopened. Venice Blvd. through the Palms area is projected to reopen by 9:30 a.m. and other
streets beyond Venice Blvd. to Olympic Blvd. to Western Ave. should be reopened by 10:00 a.m.
For additional street closure information, please click .here

Connect Day Events Provide Resources for Our Unhoused Neighbors
In collaboration with LA City's Recreation and
Parks department, the County Department of
Health Services, Westside Village Association,

and West Los Angeles Homeless, we are
holding Mini Connect Days every Thursday
for people experiencing homelessness.
These events will alternate between
Westwood Park and Pan Pacific Park
providing showers, vaccinations, blood
pressure checks, and clothing donations.
If you or someone you know is in need of
these services, please feel free to stop by or
help spread the word.
If you would like to volunteer, please click
here.
Pan Pacific Park

7600 Beverly Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Westwood Recreation Center

1350 S Sepulveda Blvd, Los Angeles, CA
90025

May 19th, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
June 2, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

May 12th, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
May 26th, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Working to Stop Senior Fraud and Scams

On May 13th, Councilmember Koretz will once again lead the City of Los Angeles to declare
Senior Fraud Awareness Day as it will also be recognized nationwide. For several years now,
Councilmember Koretz has declared the day in City Hall as an opportunity to educate seniors
and their families about the dangers of scams that target older adults thanks to the advocacy of
Stop Senior Scams Acting Program (SSSAP), a Los Angeles-based volunteer organization that
performs 30-60 minute presentations that inform older adults about senior fraud and ways to
prevent it.
Dr. Sherry McCoy is an actor and writer for SSSAP who writes a monthly column on senior
scams in Not Born Yesterday: News for Smart and Savvy Adults. She writes that, "Scammers
are always in the business of upgrading their fraud schemes, i.e., revising and improving their
strategies to steal our hard-earned cash. Consequently, that means that we should evolve and
upgrade our awareness of these nefarious plans so we can stay one step ahead of the
scammers."
In Dr. McCoy's April 2022 issue of NBY, she takes “A New Look at the “Grandparents’ Scam”
noting that SSSAP recently performed at Sharrei Tefila Synagogue located in Council District 5
to educate seniors on these issues. A woman in the audience named Shirley shared how she
used her increased awareness to turn the tables on a scammer and send him packing! Please
read the article and learn about Shirley’s story at https://nbynews.com/a-new-look-at-thegrandparents-scam/

For more information about the Stop Senior Scams Acting Program, please contact Adrienne
Omansky at SSSAP4U@gmail.com.

The Palms Neighborhood Council Presents their 4th Annual Palms Community
Day

The Palms Annual block party will be held on Saturday, May 14 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in
front of the Palms Expo Station at 10021 National Blvd. showcasing the neighborhood through
food, music, art, and conversation.
This year’s event will feature food trucks, local performing groups, special guests, children’s
activities and more. We encourage our neighbors to connect with the Palms Neighborhood
Council, as well as local businesses, community and governmental organizations.
For more information, please visit palmsnc.la/communityday.
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up here

Admission is free, and all are welcome to attend.

Liberty Hill's Homecoming

Councilmember Koretz was honored to attend the Liberty Hill Foundation's Homecoming Event
to present a certificate from the City of Los Angeles to the Meltzer Sieroty Family for their

demonstrated devotion to community service and outstanding citizenship, improving the
quality of life for Angelenos across the City. The Liberty Hill Foundation's tireless efforts and
creative vision have truly inspired many, helping make the City of Los Angeles a better place
in which to live.

Honoring Steven Wise Leadership

Councilmember Koretz's Director of Public Safety Greg Martayan (R) and Field Deputy Jarrett
Thompson (L) were honored to present Certificates of Appreciation to Head of School Tami
Weiser and Senior Rabbi Yoshi Zweiback for their commitment and dynamic leadership at Wise
School and Stephen Wise Temple. Both Tami Weiser and Rabbi Zweiback were also honored at
the Wise Gala on May 7th, 2022.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email to paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, please feel free to email my
staff regarding any issues, questions, and concerns. More information is available on my
website, where you can also subscribe to this newsletter.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

