June 18, 2022
Dear Friends,

Today the City Council adopted a Mayoral Proclamation making Juneteenth a paid holiday for
City employees this year. The holiday will be observed on Monday, June 20, 2022.
The holiday will be recognized as a City holiday on June 19 every year. Should the 19th fall
on a Saturday, the holiday will be observed on the preceding Friday, and if it falls on a
Sunday, it will be observed on the following Monday.
As an ethnically diverse City, we take pride in recognizing the rich histories of all our
cultures. For decades and within the Black community, Juneteenth has been a day full of
celebrations and recounting stories of how far the community has come. While
acknowledging how much more is to be done, it brings me great pride to officially recognize
this holiday in the City of Los Angeles and the countless contributions of Black Angelenos.
Here is a list of Juneteenth empowering (and fun) events going on throughout Los Angeles
compiled by the LA Times.

Celebrating Pride!

The 52nd Annual LA Pride Parade made its comeback to Hollywood last weekend and I enjoyed
celebrating alongside our LGBTQIA community after another wonderful ride in the West
Hollywood Pride parade, as well. Thousands joined in the festivities and I was thrilled to once
again join so many friends, family, and colleagues to celebrate PRIDE.
Sincerely,

Wildlife Ordinance Public Workshop / Information Session and Public
Hearing Dates Announced
In April, Los Angeles City Planning released a revised draft of Councilmember Koretz's
initiated proposed Wildlife District Ordinance, with a goal of having this ordinance considered
by the City Planning Commission in the fall of 2022. This summer, City Planning will hold an
information session and public hearing on the proposed ordinance. This is your opportunity to
learn more about the proposed regulations and submit a public comment.
The interactive map, draft ordinance, and more information can be found on the project
webpage at planning4la.org/wildlife. Participants are encouraged to view the recorded

presentation that will be shared at the virtual information session and available under
Outreach & Events prior to the hearing. See the hearing notice here.
Virtual Information Session
Tuesday, June 28, 2022
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Click here to RSVP
Virtual Public Hearing
Wednesday, July 13, 2022
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Click here for dial-in details
Enter Meeting ID 825 9405 3759 and Passcode 700816
Or join by phone: +1 669 900 9128 or +1 213 338 8477
During the virtual information session, City Planning will present information related to the
ordinance and host an opportunity for questions and answers.
The public hearing is a formal opportunity to provide public comment on the proposed Wildlife
District Code Amendment and Zone Change to a hearing officer. The public hearing is used
to collect comments, and no decisions will be made at the time of public hearing. Participants
may join the public hearing online or by phone at any time between 5 and 7 p.m. to offer
testimony. In order that all viewpoints may be presented, speakers at the public hearing may
be limited in the length of their testimony. The hearing officer will consider all public testimony
and any written communication submitted prior to or at the hearing. Any written
communication must include case numbers CPC-2022-3413-CA and CPC-2022-3712-ZC.
Comments may be submitted by email to ourla2040@lacity.org or by hard copy through July
22, 2022, at 5:00 p.m.

Supporting SB 457 - Reducing CA Dependence on Cars
This week, Councilmember Koretz put forth a resolution to support State Senator Anthony
Portantino’s amended Senate Bill 457, which aims to reduce California’s dependence on cars by
providing more incentives for walking and bicycling and thereby reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Personal vehicles remain the number one contributor to greenhouse gas emissions,
and the US Environmental Protection Agency reports that a typical passenger vehicle emits
about 4.6 metric tons of carbon dioxide per year; these same vehicle emissions are also the
leading cause of death to children in the country.
Councilmember Koretz has worked aggressively over the years to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions as the breakdown of the climate continues apace. There is already a State tax credit
in the amount of 20% of the vehicle cost to individuals who purchase or lease a new zero-

emissions vehicle. However, electric cars still emit particulate matter that causes adverse health
impacts. That said, SB 457 takes the next step and would provide subsidies to households that
are car-free or car-lite (having fewer vehicles than adults per household).
SB 457 will also allow a tax credit, beginning January 1, 2023, in the amount of $2,500 per
household member over the age of 18 that exceeds the number of vehicles registered to the
household; the bill would limit the allowable credit limit to $7,500 per household. For example, if
there was a three-adult tax household that only had one registered vehicle, then the tax
household would be rewarded $5000 (2 non-vehicle owners X the $2500 credit). The Bill is
currently awaiting action in the Assembly.

Melrose Ave. Pedestrian Improvement Project Scheduled to Break Ground

Update: The Melrose Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project will break ground the
week of June 20th near Fairfax High school.
Reminder: The City of Los Angeles' Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA) was awarded 3.9
million dollars in Metro and local funding to provide much needed pedestrian and transit
improvements on Melrose Avenue from Highland Avenue to Fairfax Avenue. The awarded
grant includes funding for lighting and access improvements at bus stops, sidewalk widening
between Orange Grove Avenue and Ogden Drive, gateway and wayfinding signage, street
furniture, and shade trees. While StreetsLA, the Melrose Avenue Business Improvement
District and Councilmember Koretz’s office have been in constant communication regarding

this project, we intend to hold a community wide meeting in mid-July to further engage
stakeholders and answer any questions around the project.
In the meantime, if you’d like more information please contact Joaquin Macias, Senior
Deputy Council District 5, at Joaquin.Macias@lacity.org or Adeena Bleich, Senior Project
Coordinator Bureau of Street Services, at Adeena.Bleich@lacity.org.

You Are Invited - STARFEST 2022 In-Person Student Art Show

Councilmember Koretz is a proud supporter of LACER Afterschool Programs, and that is
why I was happy to partner with the LACER afterschool program at Fairfax High School.
You’re invited to visit their STARFEST 2022 Art Show now open through August 31st at
the historical Orchard Gables. The art exhibit is a display of the student’s pieces
including pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, acrylic, watercolor, graphic art, photography,
sculptures, and mixed media. - here is no admission fee, but reservations are required.
For more information please visit: www.LACERafterschool.org/Events.

Celebrating Flag Day with LAFD

Last Friday was Flag Day, the
anniversary of the adoption of the
Stars and Stripes as the official
US flag in 1777. To celebrate,
Councilmember Koretz's Director
of Public Safety joined President
of First-In-Fire Foundation Lyn
MacEwen Cohen in delivering ice
cream and pies to Fire Stations
throughout the Fifth Council
District. Thank you, Lynn and
your team for your continued
commitment to firefighters and
the LAFD. Thank you to our
firefighters who sacrifice daily.
For information and ways to
support firefighters, call 323-9338164, or visit
www.firstinfirefoundation.org

LA is Hiring Crossing Guards!

LADOT is now accepting applications for new Crossing Guards. Please click here
for the Crossing Guard Recruitment/Application Form. Email the completed Form
to the appropriate regional contact (contact information included on the Form).
The City’s Crossing Guard Program is administered by LADOT’s Parking Enforcement
and Traffic Control Division with the support of the District Engineers. Crossing guards
are a valuable engineering and education resource to enhance the safety of students,
specifically those walking and cycling in school zones. Crossing guards, deployed to
school crossings across the City of Los Angeles, provide experience and judgment to
help children negotiate a school crossing, while also increasing the visibility of their
presence to drivers.
Crossing guards are a valuable engineering and education resource, among other SRTS
toolkit solutions, to enhance the safety of students, specifically those walking and cycling
in school zones.
Crossing guards, deployed to school crossings across the City of Los Angeles, provide
experience and judgment to help children negotiate a school crossing, while also
increasing the visibility of their presence to drivers.
More information is available at ladot.lacity.org/crossingguard

Volunteers Needed
Westwood Blvd Clean Up Every
Sunday

LA Animal Services Reaching
Capacity - Offering Reduced
Adoption Fees This Weekend

LA Animal Services is among thousands
of shelters across the country
experiencing an increased intake of
medium to large size dogs. Because
more pets are coming into our shelters
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You can view the wonderful pets who are
available for adoption by going to
laanimalservices.com/adopt.
Dogs and cats adopted from LA Animal
Services join their new families already
spayed or neutered, vaccinated, licensed
and microchipped. In addition, canine
companions adopted from LA Animal
Services are also eligible for free dog
training classes at the Paws for Life K9
Rescue People & Pet Innovation Center
in Mission Hills, CA. Contact
Info@pawsforlifek9.org for more details.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

