June 5, 2022
Dear Friends,

Seeing the months go by this year is a little bittersweet for me. Each day brings me
closer to the end of my term as a Los Angeles City Councilmember, a job I have truly
loved, and that inevitability is causing me some deep reflection and remembrance. As I
saw this week with Mayor Garcetti at the third update of LAs Green New Deal report, I
am not the only one.

We gathered to celebrate the accomplishments that both the Mayor and City Council
have achieved in the City’s Green New Deal and I was able to see the environmental
wins my staff and I have launched or otherwise been an integral part of moving LADWP
off coal power; launching the effort to recycle and use wastewater from the Hyperion
Water Treatment Plant, now called: Operation Next; setting the City Council’s aggressive
climate emissions reductions goals; creating the Climate Emergency Mobilization Office
(CEMO), and Climate Emergency Commission and policies to protect Angelenos from
extreme heat; working to better regulate and ban neighborhood oil drilling; closing down
the leaking San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station; implementing anti-plastic measures
including: banning plastic grocery bags, utensils upon demand only, and a forthcoming
comprehensive plastics reduction policy including a styrofoam ban; initiating Regenerate
LA to turn the city’s food waste into healthy, carbon-sequestering soil for use in parks and
medians; winning the Cool City Challenge; and initiating the Biodiversity City Index and
wildlife habitat connectivity efforts, to protect our threatened species.
Sincerely,

Addressing Fuel Price Gouging
In response to the sharp increases in oil prices and complaints of pain at the fuel pump,
Los Angeles City Councilmember Paul Koretz introduced a package of legislation against
fuel price gouging and seeking to minimize the financial burden Angelenos are
experiencing.

“Angelenos are paying record-high gas prices during a continued declaration of
emergency and inflationary pressures, forcing families to choose between filling up their
gas tank or filling up a grocery bag. Meanwhile, companies and financial investors are
raking in huge profits,” said Councilmember Koretz. “We’re all acutely aware that the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, global supply chain issues, and inflationary pressures are
having an impact on prices at the pump. What is discussed less often is the ability of
speculative activities to artificially increase prices. This activity and the volatility created in
the oil and gas market goes beyond free-market competition. The law of supply and
demand seems to have gone out the window.”
According to AAA, all 50 states had national retail prices of more than $4 per gallon as of this
week, but California leads the trend at an average of $6.06 per gallon with analysts predicting
further upward trends in the coming months.
The ultimate display of support for Ukraine and self-reliance against the oil industry is to
consider purchasing an electric vehicle if you can. Prices are continuing to come down with
more models from more companies available all the time.

City Programs for At-Risk Tenants
Everyone is looking forward to the end of the COVID-19 pandemic that has been so disruptive to
our lives. The City Council is expected to consider lifting the rent- and eviction-related
restrictions adopted to keep tenants in their homes. This could lead to unpredictable turmoil in
the apartment market.
Fortunately, the recently-approved City Budget for 2022-’23 ensures that two important programs
to help struggling apartment tenants in Los Angeles address problems and avoid eviction will
continue for another year. Additionally, staffing for the important Tenant Anti-Harassment
ordinance has been increased beginning July 1, 2022.
StayHousedLA, the City’s eviction defense program developed from Councilmember Koretz’s
2018 proposal, is extended for another year. The program offers tenant education, plus access
to skilled legal representation and other wrap-around services intended to help people stay in
their homes.
The Solid Ground Homeless Prevention Program is related to StayHousedLA and focuses on
providing individuals and families with financial and financial planning help to address one of the

issues which most often leads to evictions. More information is available at the linked Family
Source Center website.
The Tenant Anti-Harassment ordinance provides tenants with unprecedented protections from a
variety of types of harassment that some have experienced at the hands of their landlords.
These can include everything from threatening a tenant to refusing to accept rent to attempting
an illegal eviction to entering an apartment without permission. More information can be found at
the linked website.

LA Appoints First Extreme Heat Officer

On Friday, Councilmember Koretz was proud to join Mayor Garcetti and Councilmembers Paul
Krekorian and Bob Blumenfield to announce that Marta Segura, who is currently the director of
the city’s Office of Climate Emergency Mobilization, will now also hold the new position
of Chief Heat Officer, and will hold both positions concurrently. Los Angeles is expected
to have five times more heat waves by 2050 than it now experiences

Ms. Segura is the right person to take on this position. With its environmental justice focus and
directive to protect the most vulnerable Angelenos from climate impacts the Climate Emergency
Mobilization Office that was created by Councilmember Koretz exactly to address the aims of the
Chief Heat Officer position and is the perfect place to house these vital responsibilities.
"As summer nears, we need to get Los Angeles ready," said Councilmember Koretz. "We need
to be sure our most vulnerable communities are protected, especially those without air
conditioning. We need to plan out a future that will be filled with more heat and more weather
extremes. In short, we need a Chief Heat Officer. This is an important step and we will keep
going until all Angelenos are protected and ready for what’s coming."

Droughts Are Temporary. LA is Facing Long-Term Water Scarcity.

The climate crisis has resulted in the western US experiencing one of the most intense droughts
on record. January through March of this year were the driest first three months in the state’s
recorded history. However, the term “drought” is no longer truly applicable as the term implies a
start and end-point. Because of the escalating breakdown of our once-healthy climate and our
inability to continue to reliably store water as snow in high mountain regions the western US is
entering a new era of water scarcity. Angelenos need to do their part to help conserve water.
This week marks the beginning of the City’s new water restrictions (effective June 1) to limit
outdoor watering to two days per week. The specific rules for outdoor watering is restricted to
two days per week, down from the current three, with watering permitted at odd-numbered street
addresses on Mondays and Fridays, and at even-numbered addresses on Thursdays and
Sundays.

However, Councilmember Koretz wanted to make sure that trees, which not only hold water but
clean the air and provide important shade and habitat, are efficiently maintained and protected
especially with this new era of long-term “water scarcity” and plan accordingly for future scarcity
exacerbated by an unpredictable heating climate. As such, Councilmember Koretz introduced a
motion asking the City’s Chief Forest Officer to partner with several departments and managers
tasked with maintaining City tree health to report back on:
1. Best practices for the long-term maintenance of the City's street trees and trees in City
parks;
2. Cost impacts of City trees that are lost due to water scarcity conditions;
3. A proactive strategy to mitigate heat impacts on the City’s trees, including updated
planting schedules, prioritizing the receipt of tree planting in-lieu fees during sub-optimal
planting seasons, management and disease prevention strategies, and prohibiting
trimming of live growth, among others;
4. A concerted plan to address tree maintenance at public facilities that are relied upon for
cooling and recreation and where trees in our region have the opportunity to grow the
largest and provide the most benefit
5. Feasibility of developing a robust outreach and education campaign to encore city
residents to responsibly and appropriately maintain trees on private property.

Council Approves Ordinance to Ensure Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Has First Right of Refusal in City-Owned Surplus Property Sales

Last week the Los Angeles City Council voted unanimously to approve an ordinance to codify
that the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) shall have the first right of refusal on

hillside land sale offers for conservation at the City of Los Angeles’ purchase price plus any
administrative and management costs incurred by the City. Mayor signed the ordinance on
Friday.
In 2008-9, LA Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa initiated the “Own A Piece of LA” program to itemize,
account for, and offer undevelopable slivers of City surplus land and/or remnant parcels to
adjoining neighbors since they are deemed incapable of independent development and can only
be of use to adjacent property owners. However, with advanced engineering innovations in
recent decades, development in sensitive ecological areas has increased, resulting in the
fragmentation and degradation of essential remaining wildlife habitat connectivity and corridors,
particularly in the Santa Monica Mountains Zone, home to the Southern California subpopulation
of the Mountain Lion. Our local mountain lions are now a “candidate” species under
consideration for listing as “threatened” under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) by
the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).
“While I have been working with the City Planning Department for the better part of a decade to
protect biodiversity and wildlife habitat connectivity in the Santa Monica Mountains, we must be
certain we are not at the same time inadvertently selling off parcels for development that could
obstruct the very linkages we have been working so hard to protect,” said Councilmember
Koretz. “Thank you to my colleagues for unanimously partnering with me today to protect our
precious wildlife and habitats in our Santa Monica Mountains.”

Restricting the Sale of Flavored Tobacco Products
This week I was proud to join my colleagues in a unanimous vote on an ordinance that will make
the sale of flavored tobacco illegal in the City by Jan. 1, 2023, including menthol. This ordinance
comes after years of advocacy from various community-based organizations that noted the
strong uptake in underage usage of flavored tobacco products due to the creation of vape pens.
When he spoke in support of this ordinance, Councilmember Koretz shared with his colleagues
about the difficulties tobacco companies have because their customers die young and so they
need to young people to keep their sales going. Flavored tobacco is specifically designed to do
so. "
"And if we take this tool away, and we ban flavored tobacco and flavored tobacco products, I
think we will see in our lifetimes -- and pretty quickly perhaps -- the end of high levels of smoking
and smoking deaths in California and in Los Angeles."

CBS Television City Signs New Labor Project Agreement

Councilmember Koretz was excited to join Laborers Local 300 and other members from the
Buildings Trades for the Project Labor Agreement signing ceremony for the CBS Television
City project. To keep productions in Los Angeles and reaffirm our City’s role as the
entertainment capital of the world, we must build more soundstages. The PLA between the
trades and Television City means thousands of good jobs with good union wages. He is

proud to support the PLA that will help to keep the entertainment industry careers here in
Los Angeles.

Congratulations to the Ovarian Cancer Circle/ Inspired by Robin Babbini

For the past several years, Councilmember
Koretz and staff have partnered with LA based
The Ovarian Cancer Circle/ Inspired by Robin
Babbini every September turning LA City hall
and LAX pylons teal, the national color of
ovarian cancer for Ovarian Cancer Awareness
Month.
The Circle was founded twelve years ago by
Paulinda Babbini to honor her daughter
Robin's memory who lost her battle with

Ovarian Cancer at 20 years old. The Circle
directs all of its donations to the UCLA
gynecologic oncologist, Dr. Sanaz
Memarzadeh and her G.O. Discovery Lab.
We wish to express sincere congratulations to
the Circle that just achieved major $1 million
milestone through the support and incredible
generosity of many supporters and donors.
Congratulations to Paulinda Babbini and The
Circle team!
The Circle is leaping ahead to its next
milestone as it continues to educate, bring
awareness and to fight for women diagnosed
with ovarian cancer. Learn more by watching
this very moving video with Councilmember
Koretz and the Circle's founder Paulinda
Babbini that includes ovarian cancer tips.

Know Your Watering Days
Starting June 1st

LA2050 Grant Challenge
Applications Now Open

Now through June 17th, LA2050 Grants
Challenge is accepting applications for
funding from organizations working on the
top-voted issues. This year, there is more
than $2 million in grant funding available.
They’ll be selecting ten $75,000 grant
winners and five $50,000 grant winners for
The Los Angeles Department of Water and

our LA2050 Grants Challenge awards.
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Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

