May 28, 2022

Dear Friends,
On this Memorial Day let us remember that more than 645,000 people have lost their lives
in service to our country since World War I. While a long weekend is certainly an
opportunity to enjoy the many ways that Los Angeles offers to get out, visit with loved
ones and play, you might also consider Memorial Day events that provide opportunities to
remember their ultimate sacrifice with a moment of silence, a reverent act, or a thoughtful
gesture of gratitude. Thank you to all of those who have served or are serving in the
military, and thank you to the military families who have lost loved ones in service to this
country.
In addition, I want to address the national anguish caused by the epidemic of increasing
gun violence and hate incidents that are filling the headlines these days. We barely
learned the names of the ten victims murdered in Buffalo by a white supremacist when the
news hit of the murder of at least 19 children and two teachers at an elementary school in
Uvalde, Texas. In California alone, 26 mass shootings have been reported this year, and
it's only May.
After decades of working to halt gun violence, it astounds me that the scourge of atrocities
continue to build and it seems like the rhetoric about the second amendment should not
be overshadowing society’s terrible loss of innocent children. Schools are supposed to be
the ultimate safe haven. Parents should not have to worry that hugging their children in

the morning may be the last time. Children should not be thinking about where they can
hide in a classroom if attacked.
I have been fighting gun violence for almost 50 years. I am so frustrated that nationally
we seem to be moving backwards with looser gun laws and more and more mass
shootings. It’s time we stop only offering condolences and start taking real action. A
recent report suggests that California’s aggressive efforts at various forms of gun control
have resulted in a 10% reduction in gun-related deaths since 2005 compared with Texas
and Florida, both of which have more lenient gun laws and whose gun-related death rates
have increased 28% and 37%, respectively.
It is easy to point at catch-all solutions but with ever-rising violence and hate incidents
everywhere, with economic disparity and lack of access to mental health, and with the
stresses caused by the COVID pandemic, what we are left with is a vulnerability in our
humanity. I will instead ask you to consider the families and friends that today are
suffering because of their loss of loved ones from those senseless attacks. The parents of
those children thought it was just another day when their children went off to elementary
school. It is only when we see each other, talk to each other, imagine the loss of our own
loved ones that we can move toward healing in our traumas.
County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl has shared this list of resources that you might find
useful:

Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers (National
Association of School Psychologists
Helping Children Cope with Frightening News (Child Mind Institute)
Coping in the Aftermath of a Shooting (American Counseling Association)
Trauma and Disaster Mental Health (American Counseling Association)
Teaching in the Wake of Violence (Facing History and Ourselves)
Supporting Employees in Coping with Community Violence (Employee Assistance
for Education - EASE)
Wishing everyone a safe and peaceful Memorial Day weekend.
Sincerely,

2022-23 Budget Updates
Last week, the LA City Council finalized the reviewed, amended and accepted the Mayor’s
2022-23 budget. With his term ending in December, this was the final time Councilmember
Koretz participated in the process after having sat on the Budget and Finance Committee for
ten years through 2020.
With homelessness being one of the biggest challenges facing the City, and with solutions
typically being very resource-intensive, an unprecedented budget for tackling the issue was
approved. The development of HHH supportive housing continues, with about 6,000 units
either completed or under construction and a comparable amount in the pre-construction
pipeline.
The $1.6M Solid Ground program will help prevent homelessness, as will StayHousedLA, the
eviction prevention program first proposed by Councilmember Koretz in 2018 and finally
launched in 2020.
The CARE and CARE+ teams are being expanded to better serve neighborhoods
experiencing high impacts or hosting A Bridge Home interim housing sites. The City also will
leverage about $255 million in state funds to create almost 1,000 Project Homekey units,
which are crucial for housing persons leaving encampments. An additional $91.5 million in
state funds are targeted to support COVID-19 Homelessness Roadmap operations, A Bridge
Home (interim housing) construction and operations, prevention and diversion, rapid
rehousing, outreach, hygiene facilities, and other services.
In related housing matters, there is funding to update the registry which helps to ensure that
rent-controlled units are being rented at lawful levels. The interactive Affordable Housing
Registry, proposed by Councilmember Koretz several years ago and finally implemented in
2021, is slated for improvements to its functionality. There also is funding to add staff to the
unit that processes applications and contracts for affordable housing projects.

This budget makes investments in:
The Personnel Department to address the ongoing challenges the City is having with
hiring needs in multiple departments, and ensuring that Personnel has the staffing and
resources available for the overall hiring process;
Increased funding for police recruits recognizing a very difficult labor market with
reduced staffing for the hiring process there, as well;
Additional personnel in City Planning to support streamlining of affordable housing
permit process;
The City Council’s ongoing efforts to better protect all our constituents from, and
ultimately phase out neighborhood oil drilling;
Sanitation to help curb illegal dumping and reduce plastic waste and pollution;
Nearly $40 million for Vision Zero programs, which includes for the first time, funding
for an Independent Program Evaluation;
Added positions and funding to expand and improve our biodiversity and healthy soils
efforts, tree protections, as well as expanding the Wildlife Pilot Study into a Citywide
wildlife protection ordinance including the Rim of the Valley;
Funds for a Chief Heat Officer and a Climate Vulnerability study are to be undertaken
by Planning and our Climate Emergency Mobilization Office to better protect our most
vulnerable communities against rising temperatures due to climate change, among
many, many other priorities.
Efforts to expand the use of electric vehicles for construction and solid waste hauling
are funded.
Funds were also provided for the completion of specific community programs in various
Council Districts. In CD5 we achieved funding for the First in Fire Foundation and Pacific
Graffiti Solutions. In addition, with the rising number of hate incidents and hate crimes,
Councilmember Koretz requested funding to be allocated to several organizations whose
mission is to educate and mitigate prejudice and intolerance including Holocaust Museum LA,
Museum of Tolerance, PESA’s Teen Court at Fairfax High School and Youth Mentor
Connection Program at Hamilton High School.

Application Portal Now Live for Restaurant Beverage Program

Today, the City Council took the final step to allow eligible restaurants in the Fifth District to
participate in Los Angeles’ newly established Restaurant Beverage Program. This program,
eligible only to sit-down restaurants that meet a number of operating and “good neighbor”
requirements, shortens the time required for City approvals from months to weeks, helping
restaurant owners get up and running faster while also dramatically reducing start-up and
operating costs.
The application portal is now live via the Planning Department's Online Application Portal,
here.

Westwood Specific Plan Amendment at PLUM

The Westwood Village Specific Plan Amendment will be heard by the Planning and Land Use

Management Committee of the City Council on May 31st at 2:00 PM. The amendments, which
represent the hard work and collaboration of the neighborhood’s many stakeholders, my office,
and Planning staff, will help realize the potential of Westwood Village in the modern era while
addressing the chronic retail vacancy issue. Council District 5 is committed to ensuring that the
businesses in this community are given the opportunity to thrive and contribute to making
Westwood Village a special place in the City of Los Angeles.
To review the proposed amendments, please review the Council File here; you can also provide
your comment on the regulations directly to the Council File. Once adopted, the proposed
amendments will open the next chapter for Westwood Village. I look forward to welcoming
everyone back to Westwood Village as we begin to resume daily life after dealing with so many
tragedies over the last few years with COVID-19.

Proposed Hillside Construction Regulations Expansion
The City’s Hillside Construction Regulations
(HCR) were established in 2017 to address
the unique challenges created by hillside
construction activities within hillside
communities with constrained access, and
geotechnical sensitivities. The HCR includes
grading limitations, haul route limitations,
construction hour limitations, and Site Plan
Review for larger houses.
The Planning Department encourages your
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Memorial Day Events
Los Angeles National Cemetery located at 950 S. Sepulveda Blvd. will be holding a special
Memorial Day outdoor event on Monday, May 30 at 10:00 a.m. The event will include music
and a military ceremony including military vehicles and a flyover. More information is
available at www.LANCSF.org

Also, the Port of Los Angeles will be hosting LA Fleet Week including exhibits and
equipment including an Osprey Helicopter! Come to the EXPO area in front of the
Battleship Iowa for a wide variety of entertainment and displays. Then catch a shuttle to
tour active US Navy vessels. Learn more at LAFleetWeek.com

Solidarity Vigil Against Hate

This week, Councilmember Koretz was
honored to join Los Angeles Civil + Human
Rights and Equity Department, Mayor Eric
Garcetti, faith and community leaders at First
AME Church of Los Angeles to honor the lives
lost to hate in Buffalo, Laguna Woods, and
beyond.

“We stand together with sorrow and loss that
we are holding yet another vigil. We need to
recognize this for what it is — a crisis of hate,”
said Councilmember Paul Koretz. “Vigils like
these are happening far too often here in
California and across the country. Shootings
and homicides have continued to surge since
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and Los
Angeles has been no exception. With such
staggering numbers and the sharp increase in
hate crimes, this is yet another reason why
I’ve been working for years to keep the most
dangerous guns out of circulation and working
to prevent those who are not legally allowed to
possess them from having access to them.”
Please learn earn more at
https://civilandhumanrights.lacity.org/laforall

Jewish American Heritage Month
Celebration

May is Jewish American Heritage Month
(JAHM), created by Presidential George W.
Bush in 2006. The City of Los Angeles
began having an official celebration of
JAHM highlighting Jewish Angelenos in
2017. This week, Councilmember Koretz
and Bob Blumenfield, co-chaired this year’s
6th Annual L.A. Jewish American Heritage
Month Celebration. This year's theme "Who
Doesn't Love a Deli?", tells the story of how
Jewish immigrants created a unique fusion
of food that is deeply ingrained in our City’s
history and cuisine, including my own
Council District that is home to many
known and loved Jewish delis. Happy
Jewish American Heritage Month!

The official JAHM exhibit this year was
curated by the Skirball Cultural Center and
will be on display at the event as well as at
City Hall. Delis offer fusion food born of the
Jewish immigration story. New arrivals
often sold food in their new communities.
Combining regional food traditions from
Eastern Europe with available, local
ingredients resulted in an entirely new
American Jewish food phenomenon! This
exhibit honors that history in Los Angeles.

Know Your Watering Days
Starting June 1st

Desperately Seeking Fosters and
Adopters: Memorial Weekend
Reduced Fees

Our LA Animal Service Centers are over
capacity as we continue to take in more
dogs than we have been able to find these
canine friends their new homes. This
weekend, as National Pet Month comes to
a close, LA Animal Services is offering
reduced adoption fees on Saturday, May
28 and Sunday, May 29. Adoption fees for
all dogs will be $51 (not including license)
and $75 for puppies. The adoption fees for
cats and kittens will be waived thanks to a
generous grant from the ASPCA. Make this
Memorial Day one to remember, both for
The Los Angeles Department of Water and
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conservation as the State of California and
the region are facing a severe water
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and microchipped. In addition, canine
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companions adopted from LA Animal

conditions persist, it is once again

Services are also eligible for free dog
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LADWP has created an informative FAQ
that drives home the seriousness of the
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situation and outlines the goals for our city.

details.

This ordinance will go into effect on June
1st and customers are assigned watering
days based on whether their street
addresses end in odd or even numbers.
Click here for more information on the

changes, including specific watering hours
and times and rebates.
Learn more about your watering days here.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

