July 15, 2022
Dear Friends,

I hope you’re enjoying your summer so far.
You may have seen a recent article in the Los Angeles Times outlining some current issues

facing the Department of Animal Services. Specifically, a convergence of causes has led to
the shelters being filled with animals for the first time since before the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic and there being a shortage of staff to make sure all of the dogs in the
shelters (especially dogs being held as evidence in legal or quasi-legal cases) get all the
exercise they need outside the confines of their kennels.
As chair of the City Council’s Personnel, Audits and Animal Welfare Committee, as well as a
long-time advocate for animals, I take these issues very seriously. I meet with Animal
Services Department management every month and discuss every aspect of the
department’s operations, including complaints I’ve received from members of the public about
problems. My position as the committee chair does not empower me to boss the General
Manager around, but I’m not shy about making suggestions and recommendations.
Another thing I can do as Chair is have the Committee hold hearings to air the issues and
allow the public to weigh in with concerns and suggestions. I’m doing just that on Tuesday,
July 19 at 10:00 a.m. to explicitly deal with the shelter overcrowding issues and other aspects
of the department’s operations. I encourage anyone interested in animal issues to “attend”
this meeting virtually and call in with comments if you feel so moved.
The City Council will be on recess before resuming business during the last week of July.
When we get back we’re looking forward to re-engaging on a number of important issues as
we move into August, from the stubborn and frustrating Omicron surge, to the landlord and
tenant issues connected with the pandemic, and the ongoing challenges presented by
homelessness in our City.
Enjoy your week.

Mills Act Program Assessment Public Workshops
The Mills Act Historical Property Contract Program has served as Los Angeles's primary
financial incentive for historic preservation since 1996, offering property tax savings for owners
who invest in the rehabilitation and restoration of historic buildings.
Los Angeles City Planning has completed a comprehensive assessment of the City’s Mills Act
Program to consider the future of the program and analyze its sustainability, fiscal impact,
management needs, and equity outcomes. The full report is available online at
https://planning4la.org/mills-act. City Planning will host public workshops on July 21st and
August 8th to receive public input before preparing recommendations to the City Council. During
these events, staff will present the findings of the report and be available to answer questions
and take public comments.

West LA Modular HHH Project Nears Finish Line

Councilmember Koretz was excited to share an update on the HHH project in West Los Angeles
which is well on its way to being one of the less expensive and most efficiently-built homeless
housing projects in the City. On top of that, the modules containing the housing units were set in
place in nine days from beginning to end, compared with the many months conventional
construction would have taken. This housing project, at 11010 Santa Monica Blvd., will provide
50 affordable studio units and one on-site management unit, and include comprehensive
wraparound services tailored to residents’ needs. These include case management, medical and
psychiatric treatment services, and client plan development, group meetings, and more. It’s great
to see this project take form and soon provide homes for seniors and senior veterans in the West
LA area. Please enjoy this short video showing the final modules being set in place..

Prioritizing Pedestrian Safety on Melrose Ave.

Bottom right: (L-R) Kim Sudhalter Melrose BID Staff, Executive Director Donald Duckworth,
Councilmember Koretz and Chief Field & Transportation Deputy, Jay Greenstein
Bottom left: Councilmember Koretz is joined by LADOT Field Operations and District
Engineering Staff and Melrose BID representatives
Councilmember Koretz and staff are proud to have worked with LADOT officials and the
Melrose Business Improvement District (BID) to bring a new crosswalk and a HAWK signal,
which flashes red when activated to signal that a pedestrian is crossing the street, at the
intersection of Melrose Ave. and Orange Drive. A special shout-out goes out to the Melrose
Business Improvement District for bringing this safety request to my attention. Melrose is a
heavily populated street featuring shopping, dining, and entertainment, and these new safety
features will improve walkability and access along the corridor while the HAWK signal will
enhance safety and visibility for pedestrians in the intersection.
There's more to come:
Join us for an update meeting on the Melrose Pedestrian Improvement Project via
Zoom by registering in advance by clicking one of the links below:

Monday, July 18th at 6:30 pm

Tuesday, July 19th at 11:30 am
You can also scan the QR code on the flyer below or visit our website at
https://streetsla.lacity.org/melrose to learn more information:

Councilmember Koretz visits Bikur Cholim House

Councilmember Koretz thoroughly enjoyed his
visit to the Bikur Cholim House, a wonderful
ten-unit apartment building operated by a
leading Jewish health care and support
organization serving the Jewish community.
This facility provides temporary housing for
Jewish community members who are in need
of temporary housing while undergoing
medical treatment locally. While visiting, the
Councilmember was able to meet with several
families who are current residents, including
families from Israel. Thank you to Rabbi
Hershy Ten, who is the dynamic leader of
Bikur Cholim, which provides so many critical
services in our community.

Councilmember Koretz Tours Podshare

Councilmember Koretz recently toured PodShare in West LA and had the opportunity to meet
founder Elvina Beck. Joining him on the site tour was a representative from the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority and CD 5 Field and Homeless Services Deputy James Ingram. We
continue to explore more options to shelter our unhoused population.

Small Business Rental Assistance Program
Grant Application Open Now
EWDD has now launched Round 2 of the City
of LA’s Small Business Rental Assistance
Program, which provides grants to eligible
businesses located in the City that need
financial assistance to aid in their recovery
from setbacks associated with COVID-19.
Grants will be of up to $15,000 or six months
of back rent, whichever is less. Applications
are due by July 20, 2022. To view eligibility
criteria and access the application portal
please visit: https://bit.ly/lasmallbizgrant

Westwood Community Cleanup
A big shout out to Westwood community
member Anthony Asaad who is organizing a
clean-up every Sunday beginning at Sprouts
on Westwood Blvd & Massachusetts Ave. at
9:00 a.m. and ending on Westwood Blvd. &
Olympic at 1:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed. Please e-mail Aaron
at Anthony.Asaad@jhagents.com to join him
this Sunday. Please note: If you can help
provide GRABBERS specifically that would be
great because a lot of older adults are joining
the clean-up with difficulty bending over.

LA is Saving Water -- Let's Keep It Going

After one month of increased outdoor watering restrictions from three days a week to two, Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) announced today that Angelenos achieved
the all-time lowest water use for any month of June on record in the City of Los Angeles, but
urged customers to stay vigilant and continue saving water during the warm summer months
ahead.
Los Angeles’ water supply comes from several sources. Most of the city’s water—about 90
percent over the past five years—is imported from the Eastern Sierra, via the city-owned Los
Angeles Aqueduct, as well as Northern California via the State Water Project and the Colorado
River, purchased from Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD). The remainder,
around 10 percent, comes from local groundwater and recycled water supplies. LADWP stayed
within the allocation of limited State Water Project supplies for the month of June, as agreed to
under the volumetric limits option under MWD’s regional Emergency Water Conservation
Program.
As of June 1st, LADWP implemented Phase 3 of the city’s Water Conservation Plan Ordinance,
restricting outdoor watering with sprinklers to two days a week, reduced from three days a week,
for eight minutes per station per watering day. Watering for 15 minutes per station, twice per
watering day, is allowed when using water-conserving sprinkler nozzles. Watering days are
Mondays and Fridays for odd-numbered street addresses; Sundays and Thursdays for evennumbered street addresses. All watering is prohibited between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

The Phase 3 restrictions also include two additional recommendations: using pool covers to
prevent water evaporation, and washing vehicles at commercial car wash facilities, which
recirculate wash water. Hand watering is allowed every day before 9 a.m. and after 4 p.m. if the
hose is equipped with a self-closing water shut-off device.
Please check out some of LADWP’s many water conservation rebates and programs by visiting
http://www.ladwp.com/save
For more information about the Phase 3 water restrictions, view LADWP’s frequently asked
questions.
And as you reduce outdoor watering, you are also encouraged to remember that trees need
frequent watering and care during the drought. Here's a helpful video to learn more about caring
for your trees during this dry time.

LA Animal Services and Paula Kent Meehan Pet Care Foundation
Host Basic Black Adoption Event
The Paula Kent Meehan Pet Care Foundation will sponsor the Basic Black adoption event
happening at our six LA Animal Services Centers on Saturday, July 16 and Sunday, July 17.
During the Basic Black weekend, the adoption fees for dogs with primarily black fur will be
reduced by $50, which does not include the $20 license fee. Adoption fees for cats will be
waived by the Paula Kent Meehan Pet Care Foundation and adoption fees for kittens will be
waived through a generous grant from the ASPCA. View the pets who are available for adoption
by going to laanimalservices.com.

Dogs and cats adopted from LA Animal Services join their new families already spayed or
neutered, vaccinated, licensed, and microchipped, and adopters receive a VCA Healthy Start
Certificate, which provides up to $250 of follow up veterinary care within the first 14 days of
adoption. In addition, canine companions adopted from LA Animal Services are also eligible for
free dog training classes at the Paws for Life K9 Rescue People & Pet Innovation Center in
Mission Hills, CA. Contact Info@pawsforlifek9.org for more details. You can view the wonderful
dogs, cats, rabbits, and pocket pets who are ready to meet you and who are available for
adoption in our Centers by going to laanimalservices.com/adopt.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

