July 1, 2022
Dear Friends,

As we make our preparations to celebrate the Fourth of July this weekend, please put safety
first. Among other summer safety precautions, please leave the fireworks to the
professionals since all fireworks are illegal in the City of Los Angeles. The world is changing,
and there is growing evidence that fireworks often end up ruining family gatherings rather
than being a source of joy. Here are a few reasons why:

Fireworks are dangerous. Fireworks kill an average of 5 people annually (often
children) and on average 9.100 fireworks injuries send people to area hospitals.
Our patriotic veterans may have bad combat-related flashbacks.
Older adults may be frightened and not know how to “turn the noise off.”
Babies and small children are often terrified and the noise will hurt their ears.
Our pets will be terrified, and many run away, often never being reunited with their
families. LA Animal Services feels the impact annually with overfilled shelters. (More
information is at the end of this newsletter.)

Please take a moment to view this video from LAFD about the very real dangers of illegal
fireworks. Also, learn more about reporting illegal fireworks at the MySafeLA website at
mysafela.org/fireworks-safety/.

Where To Watch A Professional Fireworks Show
The L.A. Fire Department is encouraging everyone to skip the at-home explosives and attend
a professional show instead. The department is keeping an updated list of permitted
events on its website. Below is a selection of popular events in Los Angeles.
Grand Park, 200 N Spring St, Los Angeles 90012
Dodger Stadium, 1000 Vin Scully Ave., Los Angeles 90026

Hollywood Forever Cemetery (July 2, 3, 4), 6000 Santa Monica Blvd, Hollywood 90038
Hollywood Bowl (July 2, 3, 4), 2301 N Highland Ave, Hollywood 90068
Hillcrest Country Club, 10000 W Pico Blvd, Pico-Robertson 90064

Prepare Now for Future Heatwaves
Also, the heatwaves have begun to roll in. The drought has already exacerbated dry conditions
and there is no relief in sight. In fact, high temperatures are expected across Los Angeles
County, bringing elevated fire conditions and excessive heat conditions.
That is why the Department of Public Health and Los Angeles’ heat officer is reminding everyone
to take precautions to avoid heat-related illness, especially older adults, young children, outdoor
workers, athletes, and people with a chronic medical condition. Please be prepared for the next
heat wave knowing how to find cooling centers. In Los Angeles County they can be found at
ready.lacounty.gov/heat/. Information about cooling centers in the city of Los Angeles can be
found by calling 311.
Happy Fourth of July,

City Council Approves Koretz Call for City-Council Emblem Program to
Identify Legal Cannabis Business Supporting

This week, Los Angeles City Council approved an Ordinance codifying a cannabis retail emblem
program spearheaded by Councilmembers Paul Koretz, Curren Price, and Marqueece HarrisDawson. The Program provides for the issuance of an Emblem Placard to licensed retail
cannabis businesses that will serve as notice to the public and enforcement agencies that the
business is licensed, has been inspected by the LA County Department of Public Health, and is
in compliance with all applicable public health laws and regulations. With this week’s approval,
the program will launch later this year.

The Program is intended to protect consumers from the detrimental effects created by the sale of
untested and unregulated cannabis products by unlicensed cannabis businesses. The program
would allow licensed retail businesses to apply for an emblem, obtain the requisite inspection,
and place the emblem on the store’s premises so that it is visible to the public from the exterior
of the store, as well as provide and make health-related information accessible to consumers. It
also would help law enforcement agencies in enforcing City cannabis laws.
“Unfortunately, unlicensed commercial cannabis activity continues to undermine the legal
commercial cannabis industry and threaten the health and safety of Los Angeles residents,” said
Councilmember Paul Koretz. “I have been working on getting this emblem program designed
and implemented for the past few years and I’m incredibly grateful for the Department of
Cannabis Regulation’s steadfast work. Angelenos are too often left to their own devices to figure
out if a cannabis product is safe - whether it’s been tainted, contaminated, or mislabeled. This
program will help remedy that and give consumers the information needed to make safe and
healthy decisions when buying cannabis products.”

Wildlife Ordinance Public Workshop / Information Session and Public
Hearing Dates Announced
This week, the Planning Department hosted an online information session and public
workshop on the revised draft of the Wildlife Ordinance. If you missed that meeting, you are
encouraged to view the recorded presentation. The next public meeting will be held on July
13th when City Planning will hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance. This is your
opportunity to submit a formal public commenht on the draft ordinance.
The interactive map, draft ordinance, and more information can be found on the project
webpage at planning4la.org/wildlife. Please see the hearing notice here.
Virtual Public Hearing
Wednesday, July 13, 2022
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Click here for dial-in details
The public hearing is a formal opportunity to provide public comment on the proposed Wildlife
District Code Amendment and Zone Change to a hearing officer. The public hearing is used
to collect comments, and no decisions will be made at the time of public hearing. Participants
may join the public hearing online or by phone at any time between 5 and 7 p.m. to offer
testimony. So that all viewpoints may be presented, speakers at the public hearing may be
limited in the length of their testimony. The hearing officer will consider all public testimony
and any written communication submitted prior to or at the hearing. Any written
communication must include case numbers CPC-2022-3413-CA and CPC-2022-3712-ZC.
Comments may be submitted by email to ourla2040@lacity.org or by hard copy
through July 22, 2022, at 5:00 p.m.

Council Votes to Address Historic Drought Emergency in Order to Conserve
Water and Protect Ratepayers in LA
Councilmembers Mitch O’Farrell, Paul Koretz, and Paul Krekorian this week led the City
Council in calling for a comprehensive series of reports and actions related to ratepayer
funds, conservation, and the drought emergency currently affecting California and the
Western United States.
For the third consecutive year, California remains in a historic drought, and the three month
period of January-March 2022 was the driest start to a year ever recorded in the state.
Throughout California, snowpacks are at 20% of normal levels, key reservoirs are at 30%,
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association predicts that the state will remain in
a moderate to severe drought throughout this summer. The Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (MWD) has declared a water shortage on the State Reservoir Project,
meaning that a majority of Angelenos will not have adequate supplemental resources from
MWD to assist them throughout the year.
The City of Los Angeles is currently in Phase 3 of its water conservation ordinance, which
limits outdoor watering with sprinklers to two days a week for eight minutes per station per
watering day, and includes a refocused public outreach campaign to educate the public on
how each Angeleno can play a role in conserving water.
"Back in 2015, at the previous height of drought, I asked LADWP to identify our top water
users in the City, contact them, and help them dramatically reduce their use. Most weren't
aware of their high water use and just needed education and advice," said Councilmember
Koretz, co-author of the drought motion. "Today, I asked LADWP to do the same again. I
don’t want to see some neighborhoods doing a lot and some doing a little. We are all in this
together and the only way out is together."
The actions unanimously approved by the City Council will require LADWP and MWD to
report on several key issues, including: 1) current and projected drought conditions
statewide from all sources and the corresponding impact to LADWP consumers; 2) the
impact of the drought on hydroelectric resources in Los Angeles; 3) the expansion of large
scale water recycling projects and budgetary programs to increase water conservation, as
well as to expand water supply; and 4) the potential implications for meeting the “LA100”
goals of 100% carbon-free electricity by 2035. These reports will now be generated and
heard by the Council’s Energy, Climate Change, Environmental Justice, and River
committee, chaired by O’Farrell.

Mills Act Program Assessment Public Workshops
The Mills Act Historical Property Contract Program has served as Los Angeles's primary
financial incentive for historic preservation since 1996, offering property tax savings for owners
who invest in the rehabilitation and restoration of historic buildings.

Los Angeles City Planning has completed a comprehensive assessment of the City’s Mills Act
Program to consider the future of the program and analyze its sustainability, fiscal impact,
management needs, and equity outcomes. The full report is available online at
https://planning4la.org/mills-act. City Planning will host public workshops on July 21st and
August 8th to receive public input before preparing recommendations to the City Council. During
these events, staff will present the findings of the report and be available to answer questions
and take public comments.

Westside Pavilion Macy's Adapted
Ready for Reuse as Office and Work Space

Developer GPI Companies and architect HLW have announced that the modernization and
adaptive reuse of the former Westside Pavilion Macy's is now complete and ready for its second
life as a modern office campus. While most of the facade was replaced with glass, the prominent
arches were preserved to reflect the former use of the building.
The project now features an open-air courtyard and many interior lobbies, balconies, and access
to natural light. In addition to all of this, many seismic upgrades to the building and landscaping
upgrades to the property were completed. Modernization and adaptive reuse of other portions of
the Westside Pavillion are still ongoing.

Supporting Academy Museum Employees

Councilmember Koretz was proud to join AFSCME this week as they announced the forming
of their union at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures. More than 200 eligible staff
organized to set industry standards that improve and ensure fair pay and working conditions.
The creation of this union sets a tone of mutual respect and cooperation to make this
museum a better place to work in our community.

4th of July Pet Safety Tips
AFor many of us, the 4th of July celebrations include fireworks, picnics, and barbeques, which
can be great fun for people, but can be frightening and even dangerous for our animal
companions. The festive foods served can be harmful to pets while loud noises and bright,
streaking lights from fireworks can scare animals and cause our furry family members to escape
their homes and yards, roam lost in the streets, and make their way into shelters across the City
So as you plan and celebrate Independence Day, LA Animal Services would like to share the
following pet safety tips to keep you and your pets safe during and after the 4th of July
festivities.
Keep away from fireworks.
Fireworks are illegal in the City of Los Angeles. You can prevent potential burns, injuries, or
possible ingestion by keeping all pets out of the vicinity of fireworks and asking friends and
neighbors to avoid using them. Even if your pet does not seem obviously upset by fireworks,
they can still cause harm to pets. To report fireworks in your neighborhood, you may call LAPD’s
non-emergency number at 877-275-5273 or file a complaint online.
No festive foods for pets.
Avoid the urge to feed your pets table scraps or other foods intended for people. Be especially
careful to keep them away from common foods that are potentially toxic to pets, like onions,
chocolate, coffee, avocado, grapes, raisins, salt, and yeast dough.
Keep your dogs, cats, and rabbits indoors and create a calm environment.
The best way to keep your pets safe is to make sure they stay indoors and in an enclosed room,
if possible. If you allow your dog outside, be sure that your gates or fence are secure or that your
pet stays on a leash.

If hosting a gathering with friends, try creating a safe place in your home where your pet can
have some quiet space away from your company like a room that is off-limits to guests, or a
familiar crate with their favorite toys or comforting blanket. For bunnies, provide extra places for
them to hide within their living spaces (like an extra hidey hole). You can also play calm and
soothing music and keep the room as quiet as possible. In addition, closing doors, windows, and
blinds will also help to distract pets from the sounds of fireworks
Ensure your pet has an up-to-date ID.
Reunite with your furry family member right away! Ensure your dog, cat, or rabbit is wearing a
microchip with your current contact information, or that your canine and feline friend is wearing a
collar or harness with a current license and/or ID tag.
For information on getting or renewing your dog’s license, visit:
laanimalservices.com/laws-policies/animal-licenses.
If your pet is not microchipped, contact LA Animal Services and schedule an appointment to
have your companion animal microchipped. We’re currently offering complimentary microchips
for pets (while supplies last). Please schedule an appointment by going online or calling (888)
452-7381. Most veterinary clinics also offer microchipping!
Look for your lost pet right away. According to an ASPCA survey, about half of missing dogs
and a third of missing cats were found by searching their local neighborhoods.
Adopt or foster to create life-saving space in our Centers. Every year around the 4th of July,
LA Animal Services Centers can fill beyond capacity with terrified, lost pets. By fostering a dog,

cat, or kitten, you can help give these shelter guests a break from kennel life while ensuring lifesaving space is available for sick, injured, or abandoned animals who make their way into our
Centers and have nowhere else to go. Click here to find out how you can adopt or foster a new
furry friend.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

