August 14, 2022
Dear Friends,

The LA City Council took up a second vote to amend section 41.18 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code ordinance to prohibit homeless encampments from setting up within 500 feet
of all schools and daycare centers in the City. Once again, the meeting was disrupted by
protests that turned unruly and even violent as some audience members tussled with the
LAPD.
I come to work each day to be of service to the City I've loved my entire life. However,
Tuesday's disruption in City Council was nothing short of reprehensible. City Hall is a place
where all Angelenos, no matter their point of view, can come to be heard. Unfortunately, for
the second consecutive week a large group of people bent on preventing the City Council
from carrying out its business became violent, threatening members and our staff, and forcing
City Council President Nury Martinez to recess our hearing so as to allow the room to be
cleared.
Homelessness is a complex issue that demands a complex response. Tuesday’s vote was
not intended to resolve the issues regarding homelessness. It was a vote to keep our public
rights-of-way free for students to come and go from school safely. We have heard from
parents who are driving even one block to drop their kids off at school to avoid walking past a
dangerous encampment.
That’s not an acceptable circumstance and, at the request of those parents and the
leadership of the Los Angeles Unified School District, we had to take some kind of action. We
chose a path that is consistent with prior actions that insure that persons experiencing

homelessness will continue to receive help from outreach workers dedicated to helping them
access services and seek shelter and housing. Our students are the future of this city and
deserve to be protected. I say this not just as an elected representative but as a father and an
Angeleno who loves my hometown.
Sincerely,

LA Proposes Outright Citywide Ban on Oil Drilling

This week marked the beginning of the end of a nearly decade-long journey to better protect
all Angelenos from toxic oil drilling with a draft ordinance that would prohibit new oil and gas
extraction, phase out existing extraction operations, and protect the public from the range of risks
and hazards associated with oil and gas extraction. Read the press release here, “Los Angeles
Proposed An Outright Citywide Ban on Oil Drilling.”

When Councilmember Bonin and Councilmember Koretz introduced their motion in 2013 to ban
fracking in Los Angeles, they didn't know all that they would discover. The City hadn't had a
Petroleum Administrator in place overseeing oil and gas operations for decades -- so, they
introduced legislation and funded an office with qualified staff.
“The City also hadn't updated the City’s pipeline franchise agreements in decades and found that
we were being severely underpaid by the industry for using our streets to convey their product.
And oil and gas drilling permits were being rubber-stamped without any real oversight," said Los
Angeles Councilmember Paul Koretz, co-author of numerous motions on oil drilling
regulation and oversight.
"We learned from the environmental justice groups which became known as the STAND-LA
Coalition that fracking wasn't the full problem, rather neighborhood oil drilling was the real
problem we needed to address to protect the health and safety of Angelenos. Consequently, my
colleagues and I introduced the original motion to create a safety buffer zone around drill sites in
2017, the staff reports from the Petroleum Administrator came back and the City Attorney
informed us that declaring oil and gas a non-conforming land use and using an amortization
process as pioneered by Culver City was the smoothest path to protecting Angelenos. My
colleagues and I took that path in our Energy, Climate Change, and Environmental Justice
Committee and here we are today. I look forward to a full public engagement process on the
draft ordinance and look forward to approving it. I also want to make sure that oil and gas
workers don't just face unemployment, but that they have ongoing green jobs cleaning up all
these toxic sites for the coming decades that it will take to clean up all of these toxic sites."

Councilmember Koretz Will Hold Another Hearing On Animal Shelter Issues
Tuesday, August 16, 1:00 PM

On July 19th, Councilmember Koretz held a special meeting of the City Council’s Personnel,
Audits and Animal Welfare Committee.
To provide an additional opportunity for members of the public to testify virtually regarding their
concerns and suggestions for improving operations at the City’s six animal shelters, he has
scheduled an additional hearing of the committee that deals with animal issues. It will be held on
Tuesday, August 16th at 1:00 p.m. and will be dedicated to public testimony only.
Once the hearing process is completed, Councilmember Koretz will compile a report with
recommendations to the Animal Services Department and the City Council. He encourages the
public to focus on offering ideas that can help solve problems in the animal shelters.
View the meeting agenda and instructions for listening and calling in here.

TRAFFIC ALERT
Westwood/UCLA Station: Purple (D Line) Extension Transit Project
Wilshire Blvd. between Veteran Ave. and Gayley Ave,

Metro contractors will begin decking on Wilshire Blvd. in mid-August 2022. Decking along
Wilshire Blvd. between Veteran Ave. and Westwood Ave. is anticipated to be completed in 14
weekends. There will be temporary partial street closures implemented on Wilshire Blvd. in four
stages. Decking work will be completed during continuous weekends, Friday through Monday.
Decking is a process where the street is excavated at a depth of about 10 to 12 feet and deck
beams are installed over the piles. Concrete precast deck panels are then installed over the deck
beams to create a temporary street surface for vehicles and pedestrian access. This work allows
for construction activities to continue below the surface of Wilshire Blvd. and help reduce
community impacts. Traffic will be detoured around the construction work.
August 19th through September 12th,
Continuous work hours: Friday, 11:00 p.m. through Monday, 6:00 a.m.
Notices will be updated weekly and more details can be found here.

CicLAvia Coming Soon to Hollywood and West Hollywood

On Sunday, August 21, the streets in Hollywood and West Hollywood will be open from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. so that you can jog, ride, bike, skate, run, walk, skateboard, or spectate and
enjoy the route however you want our routes are welcoming to people of all ages and abilities!
This CicLAvia is presented by Metro. Learn more at ciclavia.org

The Greek Gives Back: Youth Opportunity (Ages 14-18)
Entries Due August 15, 2022
The Greek Theatre along with the City of Los
Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks
(RAP) has recognized the need to expand its
outreach to communities throughout Los
Angeles and create more opportunities for
youth to experience one of the city’s most
treasured and historical music venues.
Through this program, entitled “Greek Gives
Back,” youth from ages 14 - 18 will be given
the unique opportunity to enter a contest and
compete for a chance to win a Concert Career
Day Experience that includes tickets to a live
concert at the Greek Theatre as well as a
meet-and-greet with venue staff where they
will learn about the various career paths
offered in the entertainment industry.

Although the program is curated to high school
students who want to pursue a career in this
industry, all contestants must be an active
participant in their local Recreation Facility or
Center as this is specifically designed to assist
youth in our Parks Programs.
Please learn more about the program at:
https://www.lagreektheatre.

In order to participate, entrants will develop
and submit a multimedia project (Film
Production or Visual Arts) along with an essay
to be graded and judged by our committee of
RAP staff and officials. There will be one (1)
winner chosen from each Council District (15
total) who will be accompanied by a parent or
guardian throughout their time at the Greek
Theatre.

com/connect/Greek-Theatre-Gives-Back

The City of Los Angeles, Department of Public
Works (DPW) Bureau of Contract
Administration (BCA), Bureau of Engineering
(BOE), the Port of Los Angeles (POLA), and
the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power (LADWP) invites small business
owners in the construction sector to apply for
2022 L.A. Small Business Academy.

The Academy’s goal is to provide opportunities
to grow a sustainable business which can
participate in contracting opportunities in the
greater Los Angeles area. This year’s
academy will focus on strategies to address
the challenges that diverse small businesses
face in the construction sector.

Applications will only be accepted online from
August 1st to August 22, 2022 (Space is
limited). Please apply through the link below
to gain insight, expertise, networking
opportunities, and more.
https://bit.ly/SmallBusinessAcademy2022

Keep Los Angeles Beautiful
August 25, 10AM - 1PM
Join the 4th Annual Los Angeles Beautification Conference to learn about
the City's beautification projects and sustainability initiatives

Join the 4th Annual Los Angeles Beautification Conference to learn about the City's
beautification projects and sustainability initiatives.

You are invited to join a free virtual conference focused on a wide range of beautification
efforts for the City of Los Angeles including - community organizations, researchers,
county agencies, and government agencies. Share your stories and current efforts with
one another. Topics include recycling, water conservation, and beautification projects.
Visit www.laocb.org to register or to learn more information.
For assistance with registration or additional conference participation information, please
email questions to bpw.communitybeautification@lacity.org or call 213-978-0227.

LA Animal Services Joins

NBC4 and Telemundo 52’s Clear the Shelters™
“Adopt & Donate” Campaign

LA Animal Services is at capacity and they need your help to foster or adopt – primarily medium
to large-size dogs. LA Animal Services is pleased to join the NBC4 and Telemundo 52’s annual
Clear The Shelters™ pet adoption and donation campaign for the eighth consecutive year
happening now through August 31.
During the month-long initiative, all our shelter locations are joining at least 70 other animal
shelters and nonprofit rescue organizations to create awareness about pet adoptions and help
raise funds to support animal welfare.
Meet furry friends who are available for adoption by visiting LAAnimalServices.com/adopt. As
part of the Clear The Shelters™ campaign, LA Animal Services will be offering $20 adoption fees
for dogs and puppies, not including $20 license fee, on Friday, August 26 through Sunday,
August 28. Cat and kitten adoption fees will be waived thanks to a grant from the ASPCA.
Center Hours of Operation
Our six LA Animal Services locations are open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Appointments are required
on Wednesdays and Fridays, for pet adoptions, fostering, and owner surrenders, with our
Centers closed on Mondays. Sick or injured animals will be admitted without an appointment.
Appointments may be scheduled by going online or by calling 1-888-452-7381.
Please visit pets.findhelp.com to get started.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

