July 30, 2022
Dear Friends,
Public health and safety have always been my priority, and over the last 28 months the
COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that being prepared and responding in a timely way -getting ahead of the curve -- can save lives. That is why on Friday, in coordination with the
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, I introduced a motion asking them to report
to the City Council on the ongoing monkeypox health emergency and efforts to stem the
rising rates of infection.
The U.S. Government has a very short supply of the monkeypox vaccinations. That is why, I
also introduced a resolution in coordination with L.A. County Supervisor Hilda Solis,
encouraging President Biden to invoke the Defense Production Act to increase the
manufacture and supply of the JYNNEOS vaccine, and ensure that community healthcare
partners are appropriately reimbursed for the testing, treatment, and administration of
monkeypox vaccinations.
To learn more about monkeypox and how to obtain tests and vaccinations, please check out
the resources section further down in this newsletter.
Sincerely,

Councilmember Koretz Opposes SB 930
Latest Version of "4AM Bar Bill"

On Wednesday, Councilmember Koretz hosted a press conference and rally at City Hall along
with members of Los Angeles Drug & Alcohol Policy Alliance (L.A. DAPA), California Alcohol
Policy Alliance (CAPA) and Alcohol Justice to oppose California SB 930. The bill, authored by
Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) and Assembly Member Mark Haney (D-San Francisco)
would allow closing times for on-site alcohol retailers to be extended from 2AM to 4AM as part of
a dangerous “pilot program.” The experiment would take place in 7 cities: San Francisco,
Oakland, West Hollywood, Fresno, Cathedral City, Coachella, and Palm Springs.
Although the latest bill has eliminated Los Angeles from the legislation due to LA City Council
resistance to the bill as led by Councilmember Koretz, if passed It has been estimated that it will
cost the State at least $3-4 million per year to administer, mitigate the harm, and clean the blood
off the highway while costing cities and towns in surrounding “Splash Zones” millions more. It is
estimated that the cost to LA City over the first five years could be as high as $1 billion, money
that is needed to help address our homeless crisis.
While the authors of the bill frame it as a “local control” issue, Los Angeles City Council voted to
oppose previous versions because danger doesn't stay in the district where the drinking occurs.
If this bill becomes State law, West Hollywood bars can be open until 4AM, which will mean that
intoxicated drivers will be traveling through Los Angeles to reach the West Hollywood bars at
2AM and traveling drunk back through CD5 and surrounding Los Angeles after 4AM, during early
morning commute hours.
“The LA City Council has spoken out against 4AM bar bills again and again and again, and I am
here to tell you that we will not allow Sacramento to endanger our public safety, our lives, at any
cost and we refuse to pay dearly for it without a fight,” stated Councilmember Koretz who
introduced of his now fifth version of the bill. “I’m letting my colleagues know that we cannot get
fatigued now and give up after years of fighting. This bill is built to be fast tracked and Jerry
Brown isn’t there to stop it this time if it gets to the Governor’s desk. The time is now for
Californians to tell Sacramento we will not stand by and let the 4AM bar bill endanger the lives of
our citizens.”
UPDATE: The Resolution in Opposition to SB 930 was waived by the Rules, Elections, and
Intergovernmental Committee and is expected to be heard at August 5th's City Council meeting.
Please read the resolution here.

LA Votes Overwhelmingly in Favor of "Measure BB"
LA City-based Charter
The Los Angeles City Council has adopted resolutions declaring the results of the June 7, 2022
Primary Election, including the resounding passage of the City of Los Angeles’ Measure BB. The
Measure, authored by Councilmember Paul Koretz, amends the City Charter to add “City of Los
Angeles” to the definition of "local" in Section 371a of the Charter, thereby permitting the City to
implement an additional contracting bid preference for businesses that are located in the City of
Los Angeles.
“It’s not a secret to this group that businesses in LA -- particularly the small businesses that
make up about 97 percent of businesses in LA County -- have taken an enormous hit over the
last 2 years, “ said Councilmember Koretz. “At the height of the pandemic, businesses were
shuttering their doors left and right, and there were about 300,000 Angelenos out of work. This at
a time when rents, utilities, insurance, sales taxes, and business taxes also place businesses in

the City of LA at a competitive disadvantage. This Measure will open up the City’s financial purse
and contracting dollars to local businesses and help LA’s business community regain the foothold they had before the pandemic.”
Currently, businesses operating in the City of LA, paying City of Los Angeles wages, City of Los
Angeles rents, City of Los Angeles insurance, and City of Los Angeles business tax, receive the
same point preference on bids to do business with the City as businesses operating in Santa
Clarita or Lancaster. Furthermore, based on data compiled by the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of
Contract Administration during the 2018-2019 – the last full fiscal year before the COVID-19
pandemic – only 7 percent, or one in fifteen, local business enterprise awards went to City of LA
businesses as a result of the City’s Local Business Preference Program. Those businesses
secured only one-quarter of one percent – or $96,000 out of a potential $41.5M – in contracting
dollars awarded through the program.
“I’ve spent the last 35 years in government, 10 of which I spent serving on the City of LA’s
Budget and Finance Committee, bucking the trend, identifying efficiencies to make government
work better, and like Measure BB, pushing government to work better for Angelenos,”
Councilmember Koretz continued. “This is what I’ll continue to do during my time in office.”

Honoring Milton Moritz and the Variety Boys and Girls Club
Councilmember Koretz had the privilege of
attending the Variety Boys & Girls Club Gala at
the Skirball Cultural Center to honor its board,
and in particular, to present a certificate to
Milton Moritz for his exemplary leadership and
commitment to the Variety Boys and Girls Club
which provides children with the necessary
tools and education to excel. For more than 73
years, the Club has been a refuge for children
in Boyle Heights by providing opportunities for
growth and success of Club Members. It does
this by making available resources to address
real-life challenges relating to poverty, underresourced neighborhoods, low educational
attainment, gang violence, substance abuse,
and poor health outcomes.

Save The Date - National Night Out - August 2nd
Everyone is invited to join the annual National Night Out events in CD5 to meet your local LAPD

and build stronger community and police partnerships.
Melrose/ Fairfax at Poinsettia Park Councilmember Paul Koretz and Melrose Action and the
LAPD Wilshire Community Police Station will host National Night Out 2022 at Poinsettia Park on
Tuesday, August 2nd from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Melrose Action will be serving free burgers and
ice cream and Pinks Hot Dogs will offer free hot dogs while supplies last.
West Los Angeles at Stoner Park Enjoy Free BBQ prepared by your Senior Lead Officers of
LAPD’s West LA Division, and get to know other public safety and community partners. The free
event will be held at Stoner Park on Tuesday, August 2nd from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Farmworkers Will Be Marching From Delano to Sacramento
The United Farm Workers continue to
advocate for the opportunity to vote for a union
free from intimidation.
On August 3rd, farm workers will launch a 24day, 335-mile "March for the Governor's
Signature" from the UFW's historic Delano CA
40 Acres to Sacramento. The purpose of the
march is to convince Governor Gavin Newsom
to sign the Agricultural Labor Relations Voting
Choice Act (AB 2183-Stone). The bill would
give more choices to farm workers so they can
vote free from intimidation by voting in secret
whenever and wherever they feel safe.
Please learn more info about the march at
https://ufw.org/caagvotingchoiceact2022/

Monkepox On the Rise Grant Application Open Now
With monkeypox declared a national health emergency and cases on the rise, LA County is

working to provide the monkeypox vaccine to as many eligible Angelenos as possible with the
current limited national vaccine supply. As soon as federal vaccine supply expands, Public
Health will make second doses available to those who received their initial dose.
For people that develop a rash and suspect they may have monkeypox can get tested by
contacting their healthcare provider, calling 2-1-1 for a provider referral, or alternatively, visiting a
sexual health clinic. Please note that there are no specific approved treatments for monkeypox
infections. However, medications, such as antivirals, may be used to ease the symptoms of
illness.
For more information on how to get tested for monkeypox, who is eligible to receive the
monkeypox vaccine, and how to preregister for a vaccine appointment, please visit
http://ph.lacounty.gov/monkeypox.

LA Small Business Academy Application Opens August 1st

The City of Los Angeles, Department of Public
Works (DPW) Bureau of Contract
Administration (BCA) and Bureau of
Engineering (BOE), the Port of Los Angeles
(POLA), and the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power (LADWP) invites small
business owners in the construction sector to
apply for 2022 LA Small Business Academy.
The Academy’s goal is to provide opportunities
to grow a sustainable business which can
participate in contracting opportunities in the
greater Los Angeles area. This year’s
Applications will be accepted beginning
August 1, 2022. Please apply through the link
below to gain insight, expertise, networking
opportunities, and more.

academy will focus on strategies to address
the challenges that diverse small businesses
face in the construction sector.

https://bit.ly/SmallBusinessAcademy2022

Reduced Pet Adoption Fees this Weekend

LA Animal Services is at capacity and they need your help to foster or adopt – primarily
medium to large-size dogs.
This weekend, July 30th and 31st, adoption fees for all dogs will be $51, not including license,
and $75 for puppies, while adoption fees for feline friends are waived thanks to the ASPCA.
Animal shelter hours have been updated to expand opportunities to visit and adopt on a walk-in
basis. Shelters are open and no appointment is needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and on weekends from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. Shelters are open by
appointment Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m. Please click here for more
information on adopting.
LA Animal Services, in partnership with Human Animal Support Services, has launched a free,
first-of-its-kind website to find free and low-cost pet services. Simply visit the website, add a zip
code, filter by the type of service, and see what's available. From pet health to grooming to
housing and boarding services, this new website will help ensure that pet owners are able to
easily find whatever resource their four-legged friends may need.
Please visit pets.findhelp.com to get started.

Don’t Put Your Black Plastic Plant Pots in LA Sanitation’s Blue Bins
Did you know that plastic plant pots are NOT
recyclable in LA Sanitation & Environment's
blue recycle bin?
The black pigment in some bins makes them
invisible to the sorting machinery used by the
recycling plants. These bins are also often
contaminated by soil, fertilizer and other
substances, so should not be placed in
LASAN's blue bins. Instead, you can reuse
your bins. Some plant shops even take back
plastic bins for reuse.

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, please look up CD5 staff contact
information here.

Councilmember Paul Koretz
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90012

