October 16, 2022
Dear Friends,

This past week has been one of shock, disappointment and anger since recordings were
made public revealing three Los Angeles City Councilmembers and the leader of the County
Federation of Labor uttering outrageous and shameful racist remarks. These comments were
directed against Los Angeles’ Black, Oaxacan, Indigenous, Armenian and Jewish
communities, and a three-year-old child -- Councilmember Mike Bonin's son. In addition to
the abhorrent racism, the closed-door meeting uncovered secret strategizing to manipulate
the outcome of the City’s redistricting process. Sadly, this only serves to justify the skepticism
that people have towards those who hold public office, which is a great honor and a very
serious responsibility.
When I heard the recording late last Sunday, I immediately publicly called for the resignation
of Nury Martinez, not just from her leadership role as Council President but also from her
elected position as a member of the City Council, and she did so early last week. My
colleagues and I join the public in their outrage, disappointment, and demand that the other
two participating Councilmembers Gil Cedillo and Kevin de León need to be held equally
accountable for their words and actions. In addition to their participation, their failure to object
or call out the racist politics, let alone halt the meeting, makes them equally culpable.
Despite my long-time friendship with these colleagues, I am completely disgusted and
disheartened. They have historically appeared to work with their constituents professing love
for community, equality for all Angelenos and a drive for public service. If they ever meant
any of those sentiments, for the good of the City of Los Angeles they must resign from the
City Council. They must do so immediately so that we can begin to heal.

Last Tuesday, in Council chambers, I hugged my colleague Mike Bonin whose family,
particularly his young child, was verbally and racially abused on these recordings. Mike and I
haven't always agreed politically, but I can tell you that he and his husband Sean are
wonderful fathers who now have so much healing ahead of them. I hate that Mike’s years of
service to our city will be bookended by this.
So this coming week, we will consider a series of motions calling for accountability and the
censure and resignation of the two remaining Councilmembers. Revealing this kind of racism
and mean-spiritedness from our elected leaders only shows how much work we must do to
regain the trust of Angelenos, and shining light to truth is the only way that our city will be
able to heal. This afternoon, I discussed my reaction with Symone Sanders on MSNBC and
possible reforms to move our City forward.
Among them, I have been appointed by acting Council President Mitch O'Farrell to serve as
Vice Chair on a newly created Ad Hoc Censure Committee along with Councilmembers
Marqueece Harris-Dawson (chair), Heather Hutt, John Lee and Monica Rodriguez. The
appointments are effective immediately and triggered Council Rule 88 that states that a
request for censure of a member of the Council may be submitted to the City Clerk, a request
that formally occurred last Tuesday. With public protests delaying Council meetings last
week, we are working to move ahead our with scheduled agenda and on-going legislative
business in this week's Council meetings.
What now may seem ironic, the previous weeks were marked by a wonderful variety of
cultural events of appreciation, equality and inclusion from a formal celebration of Filipino
American Heritage as well as the observance of Indigenous People's Day. We marched in
solidarity with our Iranian friends in support of the movement of freedom and human rights in
Iran and we were proud to welcome David Babayan, Foreign Minister for the Republic of
Artsakh, and an Artsakh Delegation.
It is my hope that we can soon begin our journey forward together toward a better and unified
Los Angeles for all.
Sincerely,

Rental Housing Voucher List to Re-Open Tomorrow (Oct 17) For Two Weeks

As reported in the last newsletter, the City’s waiting list for tenants seeking federal Section 8 rent
subsidy housing vouchers will re-open for the first time in five years (Monday, October 17 at 6:00
a.m.) Angelenos will have two weeks (Sunday, October 30, 5:00 p.m.) to file applications with the
Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles (HACLA) for the 30,000 vouchers expected to be
made available, and the Housing Authority expects many more applicants than that to sign up.
HACLA will award applicants places on the voucher waiting list based on both income eligibility
and a lottery.
The waiting list is legendary for being long and taking years for HACLA to work through. The
allocation by HUD by an increased number of vouchers combined with HACLA’s decision to
constrain additions to the waiting list to match the number of new vouchers has led to a reduced
amount of time those on the list have to wait. The only way that wait can be shortened is if
Congress would grant HUD the funds to issue many more vouchers for the millions of Americans
who are experiencing housing insecurity.
Section 8 vouchers typically cover about 60% of a voucher-holder’s rent and City law prohibits
landlords from discriminating against would-be tenants based on their intention to use a voucher.
Still, vouchers work best in relatively affordable apartments and there never are enough of those
available at any given time. HACLA reports that 70-80% of the vouchers it issues are used
within the six-month limit before they have to be returned for reissuance to the next persons on
the list.
More information and applications are now
available online at hacla.org, and additional
information is available at City libraries,

where HACLA will hold voucher clinics at
various times.
Applications must be submitted online at
hacla.hcvlist.org

Los Angeles Animal Services Shelter Report and Remedies

Councilmember Koretz has long shared the public's concern about the status and conditions of
our Los Angeles Animals Services Department. Therefore, after chairing hours of public
hearings in the Personnel, Audits and Animal Welfare Committee, Councilmember Koretz held a
press conference last week to release a special report, “2022 State of the Los Angeles City
Animal Shelters,” as well as a package of motions requesting that the City of LA and the
Department address dog-walking and enrichment, budget and staffing, getting more help for sick
and injured animals, and a number of other issues discussed in his report.
The report was prepared in response to the dozens of issues brought forth over the summer by
volunteers, activists, Department staff and the media. The hope is that it will help move us away
from the rancor and ill-feeling which marked the initial round of dialogue and help us all focus on
finding solutions that are good for the animal shelters, the staff and volunteers who work so hard
in them and, most of all, the animals in the shelters who depend entirely on the City for their wellbeing.
As a result, Channel 35's City View produced this public service video.

Watch the press conference hosted by
Councilmember Koretz discussing the report
and suggested legislative and practical
remedies on his Facebook page here.

Jo Koy Day in LA and Filipino American Heritage Month

October is Filipino American History Month, a time when our City recognizes and celebrates the
countless contributions Filipino Americans have made to our communities. Friday morning we
honored renowned comedian and actor, Jo Koy, marking October 7, 2022 as Jo Koy Day in the
City of Los Angeles. Los Angeles is home to most Filipinos outside of the Philippines. May we
recognize the many contributions that Filipino Americans have made as healthcare workers,
educators, business owners, City workers and so much more. Let us celebrate the ways in which
the Filipino American community makes our City more vibrant.
Happy Filipino American History Month! Mabuhay!

Standing with Artsakh
On Friday, September 30th, Councilmembers
Paul Koretz, Paul Krekorian and Mitch
O’Farrelll were proud to welcome David
Babayan, Foreign Minister for the Republic of
Artsakh, and an Artsakh Delegation to the Los
Angeles City Council this morning. The US
government must withdraw all support for
Azerbaijan. We will not rest until we end the
atrocities committed against Artsakh and
Armenia and their citizens.

Solidarity with Iran

In memory of 22-year old Mahsa Amini who
died in a hospital three days after being
apprehended by the morality police in Tehran
and taken to a "re-education center" for not
abiding by the state's hijab rules, Los Angeles
City Hall was aglow with the Iranian national
colors red, white and green. Councilmember
Koretz was proud to have stood with the many
Los Angeles Iranian organizations and
community leaders during in solidarity with the
women of Iran who are fighting for their
freedom and human rights in Iran.

Save Beverly Fairfax Annual Block Party

Thank you to Save Beverly Fairfax for hosting another great block party. Deeply rooted in
Jewish American history, the Beverly Fairfax Historic District boasts a collection of largely
intact Period Revival homes. In 2018, the Beverly Fairfax historic district was formally listed in
the National Register of Historic Places.
There is no better way to enjoy a Sunday afternoon than by celebrating community with good
conversations over coffee with neighbors and friends who worked so hard to earn this
prestigious and important preservation designation.

Celebrating Historic Westwood Village

Councilmember Koretz was thrilled to join the community in celebrating Westwood Village
Specific Plan amendments that will help revitalize Westwood Village while addressing the
chronic retail vacancy issue. Councilmember Koretz is committed to ensuring that the
businesses in this community are given the opportunity to thrive and barriers to entry are
reduced for new businesses. These Specific Plan amendments will bring changes, big and
small, to the project review and permitting process in Westwood. Thank you to the Westwood
Village Improvement Association for their help in gathering community and business owner
support for these changes and helping make informed recommendations to the ordinance that
highlighted the key needs of the business community. Thank you, also, to the City staff and all
of the Westwood Design Review Board members for their hours of hard work and careful
review over the years. Here's looking forward to the next chapter for Westwood Village and the
many possibilities for the future.

Congratulations to Sarah Leonard Fine Jewelers on their 75th anniversary in Westwood Village!
Councilmember Koretz was proud to celebrate this beloved business with a monumental sign that is
now installed outside of the storefront on Westwood Boulevard.

Recognizing Domestic Violence Awareness Month Advocates

In October we recognize domestic violence awareness month and we honor our City-wide Domestic
Abuse Response Team (DART) and Family Justice Center members for their contributions to helping
survivors in our communities. We also recognize the recipients of the Outstanding Service to Domestic
Violence Victims Awards for their exceptional work. Councilmember Koretz’s Director of Public Safety
joined LAPD Chief Michel Moore, Assistant Chief Al Labrada, Deputy Chief Kris Pitcher, and the Office
of the Mayor, as we recognized and honored heroes, both sworn and civilian, who put themselves on
the line to help victims of domestic violence. Thank you to all sworn and civilians who put their lives on
the line to assist victims of domestic violence.

City Planning will be hosting a virtual informational session and Public Hearing regarding the
expansion of the Hillside Construction Regulations to the hillside communities of the Coldwater
Canyon, Franklin Canyon, and Bowmont Hazenon on October 18, 2022. Stakeholders are
encouraged to visit our work program's website to view maps of the proposed new HCR areas.
In addition, stakeholders can view the work program’s Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked
Questions, as well as a number of other maps and resources.
Franklin Canyon, Coldwater Canyon, and Bowmont Hazen Virtual Information Session
and Public Hearing
Tuesday, October 18, 2022
Informational Session: 6:00 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.
Public Hearing: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Various Informational materials can be found at the links below:
Public Hearing Notice for Franklin Canyon, Coldwater Canyon, and Bowmont Hazen
Fact Sheet and FAQ
Hillside Construction Regulations Expansion Webpage
Following the public hearing, City Planning will prepare a recommendation on the work program
to the City Planning Commission on November 3, 2022. Following the City Planning

Commission’s initial consideration of the HCR expansion, the City Council will have an
opportunity to adopt the HCR expansion later in the fall. Interested parties are invited to
subscribe to the email list to stay informed about the progress of the work program.

Calling All Muralists - Restoration Grants Available
Is there a historic mural in your LA neighborhood
that you want to restore? Now is your chance!
The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural
Affairs launched the new Mural Works program
and is seeking proposals from local muralists
interested in working with paid youth apprentices.
The goal is to preserve significant murals that
depict notable cultural figures, social justice
themes, or important histories meaningful to LA
communities!
Murals in areas most impacted by the Covid-19

⏰

pandemic will be prioritized. Up to 20 proposals

Proposals are due by November 13, 2022

at 11:59 pm. For full criteria and details, please

will receive commissions with project budgets
ranging from $10,000 to $25,000.

visit http://culturela.org/calls

Join Us October 22nd for P-22 Day Festival in Griffith Park
Join Councilmember Koretz and dozens of
organizations for the wildest festival of the
year. P-22 Day Festival will be held on
Saturday, October 22 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. at Griffith Park Center (across from the
Ranger Station) at 4730 Crystal Springs Dr.
This fun day celebrates the culmination of
Urban Wildlife Week – and P-22 – the
famous cat that has made Griffith Park his
home for more than 10 years.
Browse through the many booths on
conservation, environmental nonprofits, local

wildlife issues, family-friendly products and
more.

Hosted by National Wildlife Federation and
Friends of Griffith Park, this free event will
have live music, food trucks and a chance to
snag a selfie with P-22! (Well, the cardboard
image!)

LADWP Now Offers Level Pay Monthly Billing

The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) has launched a new utility bill
payment option that allows customers to spread their LADWP bills into equal, levelized monthly
payments over a 12-month period. With a predictable bill that stays the same from month to
month, customers can more easily budget for their water, power, and LA Sanitation bill, no matter
the time of year. Level Pay is available to all residential customers.
The amount that customers are billed monthly under Level Pay is calculated based on their past
usage. Enrollment in the plan is available to all customers. Sign-up is required.
LADWP also offers longer term, level payment plans of 24 or 36 months for customers who carry
past-due balances and are interested in Level Pay. Past due balances can be rolled into a
customer’s estimated monthly balance, into one stable, monthly payment.
The amount a Level Pay customer will be billed will be recalculated at the end of each payment
term based on their past year’s total usage.
LADWP continues to offer extended and flexible payment arrangements to customers who need
extra time to pay their past due balances.
Additional bill assistance programs are available at ladwp.com/FinancialAssistance.
Customers can enroll in Level Pay by calling 1-800-DIAL-DWP (1-800-342-5397).For more
information, please visit ladwp.com/LevelPay.

COVID-19/ Flu Vaccination Pop-Up Clinic and Blood Pressure Screening
Cedars-Sinai is hosting their next pediatric and adult vaccine clinic on Thursday, October 20th
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the City of West Hollywood-Plummer Park Senior Center, 7377
Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood, 90046
Supply is limited, so appointments are required.
For more information please visit: https://myturn.ca.gov
Additional upcoming pop up clinics:

Monday, Oct. 24, 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, Nov. 13, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Wilshire Presbyterian Church

St. Basil Catholic Church

300 S. Western Ave. Los Angeles, 90020

3611 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 90005

Here to Serve
My staff and I can be reached by phone at 213-473-7005 (City Hall) or 323-866-1828 (District
Office) and via email paul.koretz@lacity.org. Also, feel free to email the staff member you
wish to contact directly here.

